WCC Photonews
Next Edition September 21st

1

2

3

I am delighted to have been awarded the club’s specialised diploma in nature photography.
Largely self-taught as far as taking wildlife pictures is concerned, my first attempt at presenting a diploma panel was not successful. In particular, there was a rather a lot I needed
to learn in the areas of processing, selection and presentation of my images. In those important disciplines I have gained generous input from a range of fellow club members. My
huge thanks to them. What they have instilled in me will be of lasting benefit.
It will be evident I think through my panel that this has been very much a love affair with
this wildlife photography genre. It goes along with my life-long love of the great outdoors,
of wildlife, and birds not least, of travel and a touch of adventure. I wanted images that inspired me and perhaps reflected something of my life and loves, as well as reaching the required standard.
Attempting the diploma gave me every reason to get out and about. One outing took me,
travelling alone, to a lodge on a forest river in Borneo. Another found me surrounded by a
profusion of wildlife beyond Georgetown in The Gambia. Yet some of the best images in the
panel are simply local.
It has certainly been a lot of fun and it has surely moved my nature photography forward.
Jeff Steady
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The success of Jeff Steady with his Specialised Diploma in Nature Photography has once again proved the
value of the scheme.
It highlights the outstanding willingness of WCC members to provide high levels of support and guidance
for those working towards a diploma. Jeff was able to benefit from the constructive criticism offered by the
club’s leading photographers, who offered suggestions and ‘pointers ’in this exacting genre. It illustrates the
robustness of the scheme in supporting participants towards their goal.
In addition to the General Diploma in Photography, the scheme presents a choice of 26 Specialised topics.
At present some 41 members are participating in the scheme at different levels of progression, while several have panels of work nearing completion and almost ready to submit for assessment.
The Coronavirus pandemic has made an impact upon members’ ability to take photos and we recognise this.
Assessments are all being made through online discussion, with print panels being reviewed for the quality
of their panel layout and individual images. Online assessment is also the practice members who prefer to
present their work as PDI’s. When club life returns to normal, we will once again have the opportunity to
enjoy prints as panels of work.
I encourage all members to explore what the scheme has to offer. It provides a splendid and accessible
way to improve your photography through a selection of achievable goals, together with strong support and
guidance, whilst allowing everyone to work at their own pace.
To learn more, visit the Diploma Scheme link on the homepage of the club’s website. For full details go to
the Diploma section of the Members’ Area > Club Activities > Diplomas.
The scheme also provides a strong foundation for those seeking RPS Distinctions.
Clive Haynes FRPS
WCC Diploma Scheme Coordinator
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Jeff Steady kindly arranged the for visit to be in two halves - this allowed for 7 members to
meet at this lovely venue.
The weather was great and we all enjoyed meeting ‘properly’ – it was just so good to walk
around this lovely area chatting, spotting birds and of course taking photographs.
Everyone agreed that Grimley Pits was a great find –
Many thanks Jeff!
Below are a selection of images taken:-
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Hoggy - Hoggy - Hoggy

Hedgehog Figurine photographed at the British Wildlife Centre during an exclusive Worcestershire
Camera Club photographic workshop
One evening I was sat at my computer and out of the corner of my eye I saw a hedgehog whizz past our patio
door, up to that point we had never seen a hedgehog in our garden, even though we had seen their droppings
from time to time.
Over the next few days, we started to see more hedgehog activity and so we began putting food and water out
for them.
They quickly responded to this and began visiting us every evening.
On one occasion we saw three together, we saw them as early as 7.15pm when it was still very light, they scurried around searching for food in our vegetable beds but we had no idea where they were coming from or
where they were sleeping during the day.

Hedgehog droppings

Water and Food Bowl
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As we were well into lockdown and needing something to occupy my time I designed and then ordered the material needed to construct a hedgehog house.

Some of the materials I used, Marine Plywood, Decking Planks, Aluminium Channel and Mineral Felt.
Tools at the ready I began constructing “Hoggy Manor” as we began to call it.

Tenon Saw

Room Divider Panel

Jig Saw

Completed House
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It was very noticeable that around the time construction took place hedgehog activity increased significantly
around the garden.
When it was finished, we placed the hedgehog house in a quiet place at the edge of our patio hoping that
someday it might become occupied.
That very same day I noticed an unusual pile of polystyrene squiggles in my greenhouse, I use these as drainage in my plant pots.
The pieces had been stored in a thin dustbin liner bag, that pile had not been there the previous day.
I lifted the bag and I realised it was a little heavier than expected.
Wheel barrow at the ready, Barb gently emptied the contents of the bag into it and out popped a hedgehog
covered in polystyrene pieces.

Barb began moving the polystyrene pieces into the new hedgehog house.
She protected her hands and gently lifted Hoggy, placing it in the house as it had lots of polystyrene
pieces sticking to it.
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She covered it over with more solid pieces and I closed the lid, then off we went to collect a bag of fresh hay
from the local farm shop. Hoggy was gently placed in the hay and we closed the lid.
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To judge animal movement, I attached a piece of raffia to the entrance of the box making sure it was easily
moveable, see above left.
That evening when we checked it was obvious that the hedgehog had left its sleeping quarters, the raffia had
been pushed down, see above right.

While the hedgehog was away foraging, I replaced the raffia, next morning it was clear that the raffia had been
dragged inside, Hoggy was back at home.
This has been a good exercise in keeping historic photographic records.
As a result, we have become more knowledgeable about the needs of the animals and we have witnessed
hedgehogs engaged in their normal slug feasts, peer pressure stand offs, and one physical scuffle between two
animals.
Both of our greenhouses are now occupied by hedgehogs, hopefully they will settle, hibernate and have a safe
winter slumber.
We are now looking forward to them emerging next spring to hopefully breed and increase their numbers
which are sadly declining.
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Fortunately, I have collected enough material to produce an AV which has been seen by many enthusiasts from
the AV community around the world.
The Video can be seen on my YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MAK9NVVT2k&t=9s
Barrie Glover ARPS DPAGB BPE4 WSDP3

I feel sure that all remaining members of this motley crew line-up will remember this day well.
We were treated to a spectacular opportunity to photograph many natural history subjects in a safe and
carefully controlled environment.
This image was taken on the same day as the image of the large hedgehog model was in my
Hoggy – Hoggy – Hogg’
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Clive says the latest Edition of the CPG Viewpoint e-book is now up on the Club Website Please click on the link below:http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/special-interest-groups/contemporarygroup/1073-cpg-viewpoint-september-2020

This inspiring

Time to Resume your Passion Get Motivated Cultivate Inspiration
Seminar brings together a first-class collection of speakers, photography and enthusiasts

giving you all the opportunity for discussion and to share in inspirational photography.
We are pleased to announce an excellent line-up of speakers
BA Hons, ASEA, SAAPA, QTFE2, UKCPS, LRPS, BPE3*, CPAGB, AFIAP, LMPA, EFIAP

Jane will answer all questions, what and how to do when working with Textures, sourcing and creating textures is
explained with simplicity and clarity, how to use blend modes, with 3 different methods of how to successfully apply
textures to an image.
Jane will invite a limited number delegates to submit images via email for a live edit, Jane will take between 3-5 images then
travel slowly and clearly through the technical aspects, happily repeating steps if requested and applying textures from her
own stock to create final Master Pieces, giving narrative every click on transformation journey.
Jane believe that seeing the process happen 'for real' is extremely valuable for delegates.

Phil was at the BBC Natural History Unit until 1994 and was a producer/director/cameraman. He has a photography
obsession and has travelled the globe fulfilling his dream
Phil's 'Up your Photography' DPI lecture covers topics not found in most photo lectures from the science of our vision to
understanding resolution and lens optics, the psychology of perspective and the odd BBC Natural History Unit war story. In
short everything but the kitchen sink from a 40 year pro with 2 graduate degrees in imaging. It is told with local images
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covering all genres from macro to landscape, sport, wildlife, street, people and astrophotography - it has something of
interest for all photographers. Throughout Phil shares
novel and hard won tips that will allow members to improve and inspire their results straight away.

David Keep ARPS, DPAGB, ABPE, AFIAP

David is an award-winning photographer with a distinct style of image which packs a punch and emphasises the subject.
After leaving full-time employment in 2015 he joined a local camera club and has never looked back: "The club structure in
the UK is a wonderful resource for anyone looking to develop their photography - the help and encouragement I've received
has been outstanding." He unashamedly describes himself as a competition photographer and his images are produced with
the necessary impact needed to create an immediate impression with judges - this has brought him success in numerous
national and international competitions.
However, his greatest love is underwater photography and it's a passion that's taken him all around the world
photographing the amazing creatures that swim in our oceans.

From the MCPF Webb Site https://www.mcpf.co.uk/seminars/ click on tickets
You will have the option of choosing how many lectures you wish to watch
each of the 3 lecture ( by putting a tick in a box) will be £4.00 each, choosing all 3 lectures will be discounted £10.00
Meeting ID's and Pass Code's will be emailed to you for each lecture

The first lecture
The Second lecture
The Third lecture

will commence at 10.30 to 12.00 hrs Break one 12.00 to 12.30
will commence at 12.30 to 14.00 hrs Break two 14.00 to 14.30 hrs
14.30 to 16.00hrs

In your own home

Mike Sharples MPAGB ABPE ARPS EFIAP seminarsec@mcpf.co.uk
Mobile 07774 321411
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