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Thursday Groups
Contemporary Group
reconvenes on 3 March with
Tessa and Clive.

Photography Development
Group meets  on 10 March
 with Duncan hosting.

The links and details are in the
members’ area.

Please take a little time to review
the information and consider
standing for one of the
Committee roles.

Richard Handley
Secretary

You will also have seen the
Chairman’s email of 18 February
where Nigel included the
following:-
What you will find is that there is
a vast fund of goodwill within the
Club and that members are quite
happy to share both their
knowledge and experience, and,
as required, their contacts and
influence, to assist you in your
role. There is considerable
pleasure and camaraderie to be
had by being part of a team
sharing a common interest and
enthusiasm and deploying it to
add to the enjoyment and
membership experience of Club
members as a whole.
So how about it? Could you be
one of those who decides to step
away from the sidelines and step
up and help? We are currently
without a Programme
Secretary for the coming season
and also without a Vice
Chairman and your Club
really does need you in one or
other of those roles.

AGM 2022

You should have recently
received an email from the Club
Secretary notifying you of our
Annual General Meeting which is
to be held on 19 April.
The email includes information
about how to propose changes to
Club rules and invites you to
consider standing for one of
the Committee roles.  All
Committee roles are vacated each
year and nominees for the
2022/23 Club year need to be
elected at the Annual General
Meeting.
Key information relating to the
AGM can be found on the
Members’ Site (navigate to
Club - AGM 2022 Information).

Tuesday Programme

We welcome John Hooton on
Tuesday 1 March - Irish
landscapes and more.

Tuesday meetings begin at 7pm via
Zoom. Visitors are welcome: please
contact our Chairman in advance.
Zoom links in members’ area.

http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
mailto:w-news@worcscc.uk
mailto:w-news@worcscc.uk
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/
https://www.john-hooton.com/
mailto:chair@worcscc.uk
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/


2

Meet the members - Andy Harrison

As I joined the club during lockdown, most of you will have no idea
who I am.  Equally I could walk past most of you in the street
without realising.  So, I want to take this opportunity to introduce
myself.
I have been taking photos for forty years; for the first 38 of which I
had no idea what I was doing; I wanted to take good photos but (to
paraphrase Donald Rumsfeld) I did not know what I did not know.
In my eighteen months with WCC I have learnt so much.
My attempts to take more than snaps started in 1995 and a seven-
week overland trip across Africa.  A colleague was kind enough to
lend me his SLR and I thought all I had to do was point the camera
and focus.  Of the seventeen rolls I took, only three developed and I
was left with less than half a dozen images worth keeping.  It was
not a great start.
After Africa, my photography was limited to compact cameras and
holiday snaps until I bought my first DSLR (a D3300) after my
divorce.  Like many new photographers I started with everything set
to auto and focused on hero shots.

In 2018 I went to Iceland for my 50th.  On the advice of a friend I had ‘advanced’ to P mode but I was
still shooting jpg and had no greater understanding of exposure or composition but, in Iceland, even the
least proficient photographer can come back with a few decent images.

Reflections of Reykjavik

It is only since joining the club that my photography has taken off.  I am now more proficient but it is
definitely a hobby where the better you get, the more you realise how little you know and how much
more there is to learn, which, for me, is a reason to love it.
When I joined the club, I was lucky enough to be assigned Eric as a mentor.  He encouraged me to
enter club competitions.  I was very reluctant, thinking it would be embarrassing to compare my images
against those of established club members but I have learnt so much from club competitions and
comments received during Image Assessment evenings.  An example of how the club’s support has
helped me to grow as a photographer is that, as I write this, I have just had my first acceptances in an
external competition: MidPhot 2022 (see next page).  There is hope for me.
My plans for 2022 are to make time to continue to get to know my Z7ii; to improve my photography;
work on my General Diploma; and, hopefully, meet you all in person.
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Congratulations!

Well, that’s quite a way to make an
entrance, Andy!
Many congratulations on your
MidPhot acceptances pictured here,
only the first of many, I’m sure!
Andy also added thanks to Clive for
the constructive feedback on this first
image at the recent Club image
assessment evening.

Focused on the road ahead

Andy Harrison

Capturing the action -
whatever the weather.
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WCC Annual Nature Competition

Midnight on Tuesday 8 March is the
extended deadline for our Annual Nature
Competition. Get your entries in via
PhotoEntry and don’t forget that as we have
no print category this year you may put in up
to 5 PDI images.
As it is nature it does not just have to be
‘birds on a stick’ - any natural history
subject may submitted. Weather, geology,
flora and fauna, even zoo animals
count, however pets, domesticated animals
and cultivated plants are not permitted.
Our new guest judge is Edmund Fellowes
MPSGB FRPS.

Hoping Andy’s news has you all fired up to
just ‘have a go’, here’s a reminder from
 Competition secretary Chris Ford.

AV Competition
Our guest judges for the evening are Linda Gibbs MPAGV AV-AFIAP and Edgar Gibbs FRPS MPAGB
AV-AFIAP.  Will you have a go? Deadline is extended to Monday 21st March (but hand-in before 17
March where possible would help Colin). Email/WeTransfer entries to av-grp@worcscc.uk
Please note the following minor changes to the competition rules for this year, to bring them more
in line with MCPF rules so that people can use the same AV in both competitions.  These changes refer
to the duration of the AVs only and the online rules will be amended to show these changes.

● The duration of an Open AV must not exceed 12 minutes.
● The duration of a Photo Harmony AV must not exceed 6 minutes.
● Each member of the club can enter up to a maximum of 2 AVs, this could be one in each

category or two in one category.
● However, each member’s entries must not exceed 12 minutes in total; this is as it has

been in the past.  This is different from MCPF to allow us to show and complete the competition
in the 2 hours that we have for the Competition evening.

For example, therefore a member could enter one of the following combinations:
● One 12-minute Open AV
● One 6-minute Open AV and one 6-minute Photo Harmony AV
● Two 6-minute Photo Harmony AVs
● Two 6-minute Open AVs
● One 9-minute Open AV and one 3-minute Photo Harmony AV

Any queries, please contact Colin.

Image: Chris Ford

mailto:av-grp@worcscc.uk
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/special-interest-groups/a-v-group/1198-av-group-annual-competition-guildelines-2022
mailto:av-grp@worcscc.uk


Competitions &
exhibitions

Gloucester Film Makers open
up their Animation Competition.
The closing date for entries is
Wed 9 March at 8pm;
viewing/voting on Mon 14 March.

IPP Awards close 31 March.

International Photography
Awards (fees & jury)
Categories.  Rules. FAQ. Pro
& Non-pro/Student. Early Bird
deadline today!

IPA One-Shot closes 31 May.
Theme Colour. 6 Categories:.

VECC (BPE) closes today!
Robin Hood (BPE) now open,
closes 16 April.
S. Birmingham Image 22
(BPE/PAGB) closes 6 March.
Basingstoke (BPE) closes 14
March.

Dates for the diary
6 March RPS Open Day & Generations talks.
6 March Wolverhampton Camera Fair.
13 March 10.00-12.30   WWT 4-mile Delightful Walk round
Astley – Watermill, Dick Brook, views… NB 6 stiles. Booking info
here. Donations welcome.  Meeting at Astley & Dunley Village
Hall, Astley, Worcestershire DY13 0RF
17 March Not strictly photographic but for those with a nature
interest (and not going to Digi Group!), this WWT online talk on
the lives of dormice might help you track down your subjects…
26 February until 9 April Hare photography workshops at a farm
near Orford, Suffolk (with likely bird opportunities). “The hares can be
just a few feet away but generally I try to keep 20m from them which is
ideal for allowing space within the frame for boxing shots.“ See
website for more general info or email Paul Sawer. Thanks to Jeff
Steady for this advance info (not yet on website so contact Paul
directly for info.) Advise refundanble accommodation or insurance in
case of cancellation.
16 March - 13 April London Salon.
23-27 March MidPhot at The Old Schoolhouse, Oldbury.

Book early for:-
Aviation re-enactment workshop at RAF Cosford 2 April 2022.

9 April 7.30 am – 8pm - Great Bustards Project & Hawk
Conservancy  - advance booking essential.  Malvern local group trip
to Salisbury Plain and Andover; hide visits, flying demos, possible
handling…  Estimated cost: £42 (includes entry of £27 covering both
sites).

17 & 18 April Easter Mediaeval merriment at Harvington
Book here for Sunday or here for Monday.

27 April 7.30-10 am  Local group visit: Bird calls at the Knapp
and Papermill – booking essential.  A lovely WWT reserve, if you
don’t know it already.

2 July Hanbury Countryside Show  Advance tix only following
major reorganization since last year to avoid traffic issues.

Large model air show, RAF
Cosford, 1-3 July. Advance
tickets available to 31 May.

Do pass on any info that might be
of interest to the membership.

Barrie Glover ARPS DPAGB BPE 4
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http://www.gloucesterfilmmakers.org.uk/index.html
http://www.gloucesterfilmmakers.org.uk/index.html
https://www.ippawards.com/
https://www.photoawards.com/
https://www.photoawards.com/
https://www.photoawards.com/categories
https://www.photoawards.com/rules
https://www.photoawards.com/faq
https://www.photoawards.com/enter-the-ipa-oneshot-photo-contest-color/
https://www.eveshamphoto.net/
https://photoexhib.com/robinhood/login.php
http://southbirminghamphotographicsociety.co.uk/exhibition
https://rps.org/news/bristol/2022/february/rps-open-day-generations-talks/
https://www.ukcamerafair.com/
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-03-13-delightful-walk-around-astley
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-03-13-delightful-walk-around-astley
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-03-13-delightful-walk-around-astley
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-03-17-lives-dormice
https://www.paulsawer.co.uk/index.html
https://www.paulsawer.co.uk/index.html
mailto:paulsawer160@btinternet.com
http://www.londonsalon.org/
https://www.mcpf.co.uk/midphot-2/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/aviation-reenactment-photography-workshop/
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-04-09-great-bustard-project-hawk-conservancy-trust
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-04-09-great-bustard-project-hawk-conservancy-trust
https://www.harvingtonhall.co.uk/news/59/527/Easter-Medieval-Merriment
https://www.harvingtonhall.co.uk/news/60/527/Easter-Medieval-Merriment
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-04-27-bird-calls-knapp-and-papermill
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/events/2022-04-27-bird-calls-knapp-and-papermill
https://www.hanburyshow.co.uk/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/large-model-air-show/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/large-model-air-show/
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In My View – A Judge’s Perspective Part 2
Andrew N. Gagg FRPS

Continuing from our previous
Newsletter, here are some more
thoughts on the nature of Audio
Visual, engendered by my
experiences as a judge.
Like everything in AV making (as
indeed in any creative pursuit)
every aspect of the work should
be the result of a decision.
Sometimes, with experience, this
might not be a conscious one –
it can become instinctive, but if
questioned one should be able
to provide a reason for every
element of the work. This
certainly applies to the use of
pans and zooms. We are all
accustomed to such moves –
they equate to camera
movement in cinema or
television and they are part of
the visual language of the
medium. As in the cinema, there
must always be a valid reason
for  them – never arbitrary. A
zoom is intended to draw our
attention to some aspect of what
we see at the start of the scene.
“Look at this – this is important”
we are saying. Sadly, less
commonly used is the opposite
effect – the ‘zoom out’. This also
draws our attention to
something – but in this case the
wider context of a subject we’ve
been shown in close-up.
Sometimes this can contain an
element of surprise – perhaps
we don’t expect to see this in
these particular surroundings –
“Look, this lily is growing on a
garbage heap”!
Similarly a pan must have a real
reason for its use. It should start

on a well-composed and
interesting framing, and
progress to a final shot which is
equally considered. Sometimes,
though not always we may want
to hold the initial framing still, as
well as finishing on a still frame.
Following a pan in one direction
by another pan in the opposite
direction is not a good idea – it
equates to the amateurish
practice of ‘hose-piping’ a video
camera, and can be positively
vertigo-inducing!
Contrariwise, two pans of similar
speed and in the same direction
gently cross-faded one into the
other can be very effective. Done
more rapidly this can, as in the
movies, be used to convey a
change of location – known as a
‘whip-pan’.

A transition that I have seen
used recently in competition
entries, though not as frequently
as one might wish is the ‘fade
through black’ wherein we have
a point in the transition when
the screen is completely black,
or possibly even white. This is
again part of the language of
cinema (which we all
understand, albeit
unconsciously), and usually
denotes the passage of time.
Having touched on the idea of
images which appear to move,
we can consider the possibility of
images that actually do move –
the introduction of video into
and AV. Because it has only
relatively recently become a
possibility, it seems that many
AV workers are still coming to

terms with it, and it does indeed
require some thought and
judgement. It is somewhat
unnerving, and therefore
another unwanted distraction
from the narrative flow, to see
an image suddenly spring into
life. As an example I recall an
excellent still shot of a bird,
which in the next image was
galvanised into life – startling
and very distracting!
One approach worth considering
is that a piece of video should be
prefaced (and succeeded) by
pictures that in themselves
appear to have movement –
those pans and zooms are a
possibility. Another is the flow of
matching still images
transitioned imperceptibly into
each other, giving a sense of
movement. (It’s possible given
controlled conditions to shoot a
series of identical images where
only the lighting is altered. When
run smoothly together the
lighting appears to move.)
The one thing that should be
avoided at all costs is the sudden
cessation of movement in a
video shot. It must be long
enough to continue moving until
it leaves the screen. It’s a simple
enough matter the shorten the
duration of the slide it’s on.
I cannot finish without some
reference to the genre known as
Photo Harmony. Essentially this
is a series of pictures
harmoniously combined with a
piece of music to produce a
pleasing effect. Opinions are
divided as to exactly what
qualifies as Photo Harmony, and
what is just ‘pictures and music’,
or indeed ‘Interpretation of a
Song’ – which is a specific and
separate category in some
events. There are various
definitions offered, none of
which are adequate in my view –
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all are vague and capable of
differing (mis-)interpretations.
Photo Harmony is nonetheless
capable of great subtlety and
beauty.
However there seems to me to
be something of a fallacy
perpetuated here – Photo
Harmony is sometimes
promoted as a way of making a
start in AV, because it only
requires the selection of a piece
of music and suitable pictures.
Many of those of my
acquaintance, including my
fellow judges, agree that it is far
harder to do this well than to
make a piece that has some kind
of development, a narrative, or a

progressing theme which in
some way takes you ‘from A to
B’ in contrast to the essentially
somewhat static nature of true
Photo Harmony. I certainly
wouldn’t contest this. But the
effort to make the ‘great leap’ of
recording a voice-over and
adding sound effects is merely a
technical challenge – not
inconsiderable in its way, but an
exciting one, and one worth
rising to and, some might claim,
less difficult than the creative
challenge of making a really fine
Photo Harmony. A topic for
endless debate!
My final piece of advice is
simple. Polish and refine your

work. “It will do.” will not do.
Play your sequence over and
over again. You will pass a kind
of pain threshold where you are
sick of hearing the music, fed up
with seeing the pictures. Maybe
leave it alone for a while, then
come back to it afresh, but be
alert for anything you can see
that could be improved, and
carry it out. Let no detail escape
you!
So there are some of my
personal views from the judge’s
chair as to what will win you a
coveted Gold Medal. I hope you
will find them of some value.
Bonne Chance with your next
entry!

The accompanying illustrations in both parts of the article are taken from Alan and Bev Tyrer’s ‘Nameless’,
the story of a sad little Victorian headstone to an unnamed new-born child. It represents a fine example of
the what judges will seek, and as such it won First at this year’s MidPhot AV competition, as well as the
Audience Vote, and also the Award for Excellence, a new MidPhot award aimed especially at fostering the
skills of writing and delivering narration.

Luminar Neo Review

Bob Oakley writes:-

Can I draw members' attention
to a YouTube review
of LUMINAR NEO which was
released on 17 February.
The background is that Skylum
Software issued LUMINAR a few
years ago. Its principal selling
point was the way it used
Artificial Intelligence (AI)  for
sky replacement.
This was very good and had the
ability to use AI to replace skies
quite some time before
Photoshop introduced the
feature. LUMINAR  was then
improved with later versions that
added more features and
reached version 4 before Skylum
developed LUMINAR AI.
This version was again good,
but lacked layers which
LUMINAR 4 had, but also gave
some new features.

Last September Skylum was
developing LUMINAR NEO and
had a big push to get people to
pay up front (at a discounted
price) to pre-order the product.
Presumably they used this
money to pay for the
development costs.
On 17 February LUMINAR
NEO was finally released to the
public and some reviews
appeared on YouTube.  The
most interesting of these is from
Matt Suess, who pulls no
punches in this wide-ranging
review  of NEO.

He concludes by saying that at
present he would not
recommend anyone purchasing
it and makes it clear
why.  Having seen the review, I
think he has been fair in the way
he tested it and in his
conclusions.
Anyone tempted to buy it should
see the review on YouTube.
I did not pre-purchase the
product and now that Photoshop
has good sky replacement I
think members should stick with
Photoshop.
I dislike the practice of some
software manufacturers of pre-
selling a product with a lot of
hype on what it is going to do.
Sometimes what emerges is not
up to expectations.
Judging by the number of
unfavourable comments relating
to NEO following the review, I
can't see this release doing much
for Skylum's reputation.

https://www.youtube.com/user/MattSuessPhoto/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4q_Q2dMyys
https://skylum.com/luminar-neo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4q_Q2dMyys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4q_Q2dMyys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4q_Q2dMyys
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In Praise of Live Meetings

On 15 January this year I spent
a full day judging and lecturing
on Audio Visual in Leicester for
the North East Midlands AV
Group.  This was just as the
Covid Omicrom variant was at
its height and I had fully
expected the live meeting to be
been cancelled as so many
meeting were at that time, but
Malcolm Imhoff, the organiser,
rang me a week before to see if
I was still happy to do this. He is
passionate about seeing AV
sequences on a big screen, with
good sound and an audience
with which to experience the
atmosphere. I said that I was
happy to continue and the event
took place.

I had already judged their AV
sequences at home on my
computer and for the first 90
mins I talked about them and
gave the results. In the second
90 mins I gave my new talk
which is projected images and
AV intermixed. The audience
was not large as many members
had decided not to attend due to
Covid, but Geraldine and I
enjoyed the day enormously, as
did the members of the
NEMAVG who attended.

As we drove home we reflected
on the day and it really brought
home to me how much we are
missing by not having live
meeting at the WCC. It was such
a different and vastly better
experience to have the large

screen, excellent sound and
people to enjoy it with and to
chat with about our mutual
interest of AV and photography
in general. Social contact is such
an important part of enjoying
life and we have been to a large
extent deprived of this over the
last two years of Covid.

Don’t get me wrong, I think that
Zoom has been great, but it is
no substitute for meeting in
person and I am very
disappointed that Worcestershire
Camera Club is being so slow in
returning to live meetings. I
have lectured at many full day
events over the last six months
and they have all been very
popular with photographers, and
when I have spoken to them
about their own clubs virtually
all said that they had returned to
live meeting last September. It is
sad that our club has chosen not
to do so until this coming
September and then only
partially. I think that Zoom has
earned its place in the club
programme of the future as it
allows us to get lecturers and
judges who live far away and
even from abroad to ‘virtually’
visit the club and widen our
experiences, but once a month
would be ample in my opinion.

I realise of course that there are
many members who do not feel
safe meeting in groups of people
and for very good reasons and I

respect that; however I think
that Covid is going to be with us
for a long time, sadly, and that if
we wait until it has completely
gone it may well be years and
for the club to prosper we do
need to restart live meetings to
enable us to reconnect with our
friends in person and for new
members to get to know existing
members.

As you will have heard from our
Chairman, the club will not
return until September, but the
Special Interest groups can
decide for themselves when to
return. The Contemporary and
AV Group will not be returning
for another six or seven months
at the earliest, but I have
decided that the Digital
Photography Group will return
to live meeting from next
month, so the first live meeting
will be 17 March  at 7.30 pm
at the British Legion in
Cornmeadow Lane.

This will give those members
who wish to, the opportunity to
meet up with their friends in
person. We will have a talk or
demonstration of course, but will
also leave plenty of time for the
social side. I may even bring
some biscuits to celebrate! Oh
and of course the bar will be
open during and after the
meeting.

Practical evening
Digital Group  Oct 2016

Main clubroom February 2010

Practical evening at Digital Group
November 2011

https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/about-wcc/where-wcc-meet
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/about-wcc/where-wcc-meet
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/about-wcc/where-wcc-meet
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I have not forgotten those
members who will be unable to
attend as I hope to record the
meeting and post it on YouTube
and the WCC website as we do

now, so if all goes well we will
have the best of both worlds.
I will send out the reminder as
usual the weekend before the
meeting and really look forward
to seeing many of you there.

If you have any questions or
comments please email me at
Digi-grp@worcscc.uk

Martin Addison

Practical evening at the Digital Group - December 2017

WCC Trip to Weston-Super-Mare - October 2016

Remember too, that any member can set up an ad hoc outing on the Members’ area.
It need not be anything complex, just the basic times, places and any other key information for a meet-
up and photowalk somewhere of interest. It is a great way to get a few people together, including  those
who currently prefer not to meet indoors.

mailto:Digi-grp@worcscc.uk
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Our external website is a great advertisement for the club and it’s now time to think about updating and
refreshing it. The tech team have been researching other camera club websites and have pulled together
the best ideas from that research to form a new “look and feel” for our website.
Over the next few months, you will see the main menus changing and the content in each menu item
will be different. The main menu will probably be structured:

● OUR CLUB  containing club information, Photonews, contacts and how to join the club
● WHAT’S ON containing the programme, special interest groups, competitions and our diploma

description
● GALLERIES containing new Members’ Images, “Best of Year” photobooks, other photobooks and

links to members’ websites
● MEMBERS’ AREA will continue to point to our secure, internal website.

The changes will be implemented
gradually so please keep tracking the
website for the latest updates. We have
already introduced a page of members’
images, called Galleries, and it can be
accessed today from the ABOUT WCC
menu item.
Initially, we are implementing the
Galleries page on which there will be a
set of slideshows containing members’
images across 9 popular genres which are

also specialised topics from our diploma scheme:
Landscape, Nature, Monochrome, Action, Travel, Street, People, Creative and Macro.

At present, the page looks like this:
This is where you all come in. We need to populate these
slideshows with our best images to demonstrate the high quality of
photography that exists in our club. Our view is that we need about
24 images per slideshow – that’s over 200 photographs – so
please help us and send in your best images in these genres.
We would like your images in the following format:
JPG, a max of 1920 x 1200 pixels, sRGB colour space
together with your name, image titles and the genre in the JPG
name e.g.

joe_parr_A_Great_Photo_Street.jpg
Your images will be loaded into a slideshow per genre, similar to the slideshows for the leading images
from our internal competitions.
While we do our best to protect the images on our external website, unscrupulous external viewers can
always perform a screen-grab to copy the image. If you feel that you need to protect your image, please
use a suitable watermark. Please note that there is also a protection notice on every website page.
So, if you’d like your images on your club’s website please send them in! Individual images can be
sent as email attachments and you can use WeTransfer or Wesendit for bulk transfers. If you need
any help sending your images to us, please contact me directly.
This is not an insignificant task and I would like to thank Alan Yeates and Lawrence Keen for their
continued support and hard work in keeping our websites current.

Eric Williams. WCC Systems Manager.

External Website Update

https://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk
mailto:website@worcscc.uk
https://wetransfer.com/
https://www.wesendit.com/
mailto:systems@worcscc.uk
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Members’ images

Hands-free by Alex Isaacs LRPS.

Steampunk
Having set up his home studio, Chris
Ford has begun a series of composite
shots and he’s clearly having fun
judging by this inventive Steampunk-
style image!



12

Bewdley - Peter Willis

Bewdley looking rather drier than it has done in this last week. Taken by Peter in July 2021 - two of them
through the window of a moving bus! Let’s hope it’s back to normal before too long.
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I have always loved walking and over the past 8 years my camera has accompanied
me. When I saw that Refuge was organising a sponsored walk to raise much
needed funds for the charity, I jumped at the chance to do my bit.

Refuge is a charity that helps give support and refuge to women (mainly) and
children fleeing from domestic abuse and violence. Sometimes all they have is what
they are wearing at the time, so clothing and food is also provided by the charity.
They have a 24hr emergency helpline and provide safe housing as well as offering
advice and counselling to those in need. They can literally save lives. And of course

all this costs a lot of money.

On average 1.3 million women suffer violence
and other forms of domestic abuse from partners
every year, and some of the personal stories are
heart-rending. 2 women a week are killed by a
partner in England and Wales alone. But thankfully
many have a happy ending, thanks to this
wonderful charity.

The weather this month has been atrocious as we
all know. I got soaked, stuck in ankle deep mud and
nearly took flight on occasion! Not ideal for walking

in or photography either. But I was determined to do it as the charity is particularly close to my heart
because I, too, have experienced domestic abuse. I
suffer from Complex PTSD as a result. I find walking
Immensely healing, and helps me to de-stress.

I have walked 72 miles this month in spite of some
awful weather. (The fundraiser was designed for
individuals to walk the 56 miles through Feb at their
own pace raising funds via online donation.)

I am delighted to have so far raised £450 but happy
to accept more. Donations can be made here (on
Facebook) up to 10 March, when my fundraising
page closes. I would love to reach £500!

Do contact me by email or PM me on Facebook
if you would like to donate via another route.

Here are some photos from my walks. I’m certainly
feeling fitter as a result and looking forward to
more great walks in March!

Angie

Walking 56 Miles in February for Refuge - Angie Hill

https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/our-work/forms-of-violence-and-abuse/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-the-facts/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/1287143311783757/
https://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/
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Angie Hill
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Equipment offer
Anne Burrows is looking for a home for some of her late husband John’s photographic equipment,
asking only for a donation to the club funds. She says “I have two tripods, one of which is a Benbo,
suitable for serious photography as it can be adjusted to low level if needed. There is also a Benbo
monopod and Portaflash reflector.”  Please contact Anne directly if interested; phone number is
in members’ details (see Members/Member lists/Search users)
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I wanted to stimulate a discussion about the function of social media for presenting and
reviewing photography. I’m grateful to Martin for expressing his point of view and for Peter
W for his understanding contribution.  It would be good to hear views from others.
As Martin mentions, he and I have discussed our different points of view about the topic a
few times.  We’re old mates and whilst respecting each other’s opinion, we have long since
learned to agree to differ about this.
There’s no doubt that Martin and countless others gain what they need from the photo-
sharing experience, but for me the response from fellow photographers remains largely
inadequate. I’m certain that I’m not alone in finding the general response to photos on social
media to be rather feeble and disappointing, and I’m equally certain that many people who,
like me, want something more, simply quit. I realise I’m in a minority but there it is.
Potentially, the internet and ‘social media’ provide a wonderful opportunity for
photographers to share their work and gain a response which, for at least some of the time,
could be more insightful and interpretive than the simplistic tick-box ‘like’, ‘fav’, meaningless
‘awesome’ or ‘great image’.
Should I wish to try again one day, I’ll have to recalibrate my expectations.
I’m an idealist and one who tries to lead by example, yet I have the suspicion that I’m
destined to be disappointed over this matter.  I continue to have a great amount of
sympathy for Sisyphus.

Clive

Social media - reply

Take 5…
Free guides to download.

The 5 best cameras I ever owned.   Thanks to Les Bailey for the link.

An object lesson in how to turn a random challenge task into something rather special. A New
Normal, by Howard Bagshaw.

PAGB e-news 302.

Photography News 96

Photo project ideas

Stephen Gill on memory, nature and home  and
The misrepresentation of northern communities in the UK  (register for 1854 free account)

Pallas cat discovers camera…  Thanks to Stewart for that and this feline ‘and finally…’

https://www.lensculture.com/photography-free-guides
https://www.jasonrowphotography.co.uk/blog/the-five-best-cameras-i-ever-owned
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQHA6U3B4g8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQHA6U3B4g8
http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en302%201%20March.pdf
https://online.bright-publishing.com/view/436434978/
https://photographycourse.net/personal-photography-projects/
https://www.1854.photography/2022/01/stephen-gill-bristol-arnolfini-retrospective-interview
https://www.1854.photography/2022/02/craig-easton-abdul-aziz-hafiz-bank-top-photobook/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sg8FMNEt8KY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_8mdH20qTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sg8FMNEt8KY
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