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LRPS dropped it in the toilet! She now

When
Ruth
asked me to
prepare a short
‘getting to know
your vice-chair’
piece, I thought
she was joking!
What do folks want to know
about me? Ruth thought I would
be surprised; so here goes…
I was rather a late starter to
camera club life. I have always
had a camera, starting with a
Kodak
Instamatic,
Polaroid
instant and after a teenage lull I
then bought a Canon AE-1
Program with my first wage
packet. A few years later, the
AE1-P sadly met a watery end
when my, then baby, daughter,

Meet the Vice-Chair
has her own children and I like to Programme
occasionally remind her of this
Competitions - a View
incident!
The
insurance
replacement
was
a
Canon Pilgrim's Way
EOS650, followed by EOS5, then Worcestershire by Starlight
onto digital with a 30D and now
Westonbirt
my current Canon 5D mk iv. I
have always been a happy Whitby Goths
snapper, understanding much of Sky Replacement
the theory, but not so good at
Alphabet Soup
putting it into practice. I was
particularly down-heartened with Diary
the prints that came back from Competitions & Exhibitions
the mass-production photo labs.
Other News

Offers
Around 2000 I decided to make
And Finally…
some progress and enrolled on a
series
of
City
&
Guilds
photography
courses.
That’s
Tuesday Programme
when the bug really started and
with various distinctions in black Tuesday meetings begin at 7pm
and white printing under my belt, via Zoom. Visitors are
I
was
hooked.
Work welcome: please contact our
commitments
limited
my Chairman in advance of the
Thursday Groups
opportunities, but when my wife, meeting.
AV Group meets on 25. Nov Alison, suggested a new camera A welcome return to the club on
in 2017 as my retirement ‘gift-to- Tuesday 23 Nov by Gareth
with Colin hosting.
self’ it came with the proviso that Watson, with images rather
I joined a camera club!
than kit this time, presenting
Contemporary
Group
“Nightscaping and More”.
reconvenes on 2 December with
I then spent 3 years with Digibox Tuesday 30 Nov is an AV
Tessa and Clive.
Camera Club in Worcester. It is a extravaganza featuring a wide
small social camera club. After range of members’ audiovisual
The links and details are all in the winning Digibox’s
work, with host Colin Nash.
Cont’d
on
p2
members’ area.
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photographer
of
the year
competition twice, I decided I
wanted to develop further.
In 2019 I completed my LRPS
accreditation with the Royal
Photographic
Society.
After
observing the assessment day at
RPS House in Bristol - proud as
punch - I went to collect my
print panel ready to then drive
home. Somewhat perplexed, I
was taken to one side to be told
the RPS were going to keep the
panel for a while. Rather
worried, I asked if there was a
problem, particularly as they
wanted digital copies of my
images as well? Had I broken
rules; was that what they were
thinking…. No! To this day, I
remain incredibly honoured to
have my images still on the
RPS distinctions page as a
model panel and my prints were
used as an exemplar for LRPS
advisory days.
I joined Worcestershire Camera
Club in 2020 after chatting over
a coffee with Colin Nash in St
Peter’s Garden Centre! I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time
with the club, through the main
club evenings and competitions
and also participating in most of
the Thursday special interest
groups. I was very surprised and
pleased to be awarded the club’s
‘Worker of the year’ trophy last
season.

My
philosophy
is,
take
something (i.e. the friendship
and support of both Digibox and
now WCC members) and always
give something back. I served as
club secretary for three years
with Digibox and this last April I
felt it only right to offer any
support I could to WCC. Within
minutes Duncan, Bob and Nigel
had my nomination finalised and
ready for the AGM. Here I am,
now as vice-chair!
I feel very privileged to be able
to help Nigel and the rest of the
club committee run such a
prestigious club. There are so
many skilled photographers, all
of whom are so willing to freely
share their knowledge and
expertise. I certainly hope my
own contribution will benefit the
club going forwards.

What does the future hold for
me? It’s one principally of
enjoyment and pleasure. My son
and young family live in
Aberdeenshire and my daughter
and family in Guernsey. We are
therefore faced with regular long
journeys to beautiful locations to
see
our
four
lovely
grandchildren. Alison and I are,
additionally, principal support to
three elderly family households
where the aggregate age is 360
years! We therefore have our
hands very full at the moment
running
several
online
supermarket accounts; goodness
knows what the bank thinks
about the amount of food we
purchase!
I am also currently working
through and over the seemingly
numerous hoops and hurdles for
accreditation with Fédération
Internationale
de
l’Art
Photographique – AFIAP. I’m
about 95% of the way there
with the requirement of 40 salon
acceptances achieved from at
least 15 images, with awards
being achieved in the UK and 8
other countries. The application
process looks complex, so that
will keep me busy for a while!
South Shields.

2

Members’ Images, News and Vie
ws
Competitions
We had an interesting competition yesterday. Now, competitions are an integral part of
camera club life. They inspire, encourage and entertain (particularly with less experienced
members).
But they are also a pain. When I started out, I put stuff in all the time. I never won (except
once). I got the occasional Commended or Highly Commended. But eventually I got into
the competition mindset. Every time I went to press the shutter, I used to think “would this
make a good competition image?”
After a year two of still not winning anything, I thought: “Why am I doing this? I’m not making the
images I want to make. And after all, does it really matter if I don’t win a competitions?” Well of course
it matters, Maslow’s hierarchy of needs puts approval from one’s peers fairly high up.
But it’s a big lie. Why? Because many many images (including the odd one of yours) are brilliant, but
will never win a club competition. I’ve also known people leave clubs after a judge’s disappointing
remarks. (Having said that, I’d never be a judge).
So, if your image doesn’t do well, doesn’t mean it’s not a good image, just that it doesn’t tick the right
boxes at the time. In brief, if you want to do well:● make your image technically perfect;
● never confuse a judge; keep it simple;
● don’t give the judge too much to think about;
● don’t be too unconventional (although this does depend on the judge).
And finally, the judge always has to have something to say about every image, so make it easy for
them. And above all, make the images you want to make, and your passion with show through.
And finally finally, these are of course my personal views after 15 years of doing this, and not those of
WCC.
Geoff Hicks
Do share your news, views, opinions, feedback, hints and tips and more...
Worcester from the Beacon, Geoff Hicks LRPS
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Pilgrim’s Way

Pilgrim’s Way at sunset, the Holy Island of Lindisfarne

Congratulations to Richard Broomfield LRPS on several recent acceptances including this
ribbon-winning image from the Welsh International Salon. Richard says:-

If you have the time, do try and stay on Holy Island when it’s high tide. Firstly, you tend to have
the island to yourself, as the day’s tourists have already beaten a hasty retreat to avoid getting
stranded for another 6 hours. And secondly, there are so many different views and photo
opportunities (and a couple of pubs) to explore when the tide is high.
This image shows the Pilgrim’s Way markers at sunset looking back to the mainland on a fast dropping
tide. It is possible to walk the whole Pilgrim’s Way route in approx. 2 hours, but walking for so long on
soft sand doesn’t really appeal to me!
I used a long exposure to smooth out the water motion, and importantly buried my tripod legs in the
soft sand to avoid any movement. Wellies were essential to wade out to ensure all shoreline was
excluded in this minimalist image.
I used this shot in my RPS LRPS panel and I was also really pleased to learn it was awarded a Welsh
Photographic Federation ribbon in this year’s 43rd Welsh International Salon of photography.
Data: Canon 5D mk iv, EF 24-105 L f4; at 50mm, 100 ISO, f14, 32secs, six stop Lee ND filter, two stop
Lee ND grad, tripod - and wellies!
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Worcestershire by Starlight

Find out more about astrophotography…
Astrophotoraphy with NightSight on Pixel phones - and more.
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Westonbirt

Heather Mann LRPS says:Barrie, Barbara and I went to Westonbirt
Arboretum last week.
We were very lucky with the weather and
halfway through the morning the sun
came out. I don’t think I have ever seen
the colours so good and when the sun
came out the trees just shone and
sparkled. They are mainly Acers and
Japanese maples.
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Whitby Goths
Martin Addison FRPS has been on a Yorkshire jaunt. This week we feature the Whitby Goth Festival.
“Where are the Goths?”, you ask. Martin says, “Well, they are a bit blurred!”
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Martin Addison FRPS
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Sky Replacement
Bob Oakley CPAGB
In a recent Zoom meeting of the Digital Group Clive Haynes went through some of the new features in
the recent update of Photoshop. This included sky replacement.
Replacing a boring sky or a sky that lacks any clouds at all can have a massive effect on a photograph. It
is something that can make your images zing.
There are currently 3 programs on the market that feature sky replacement.
Photoshop is one but the other two are Luminar AI and on1 Photo Raw 2022.
Luminar was the first in the field and has gradually refined what their software will do. The on1 facility is
very recent.
Each ships with a series of different skies covering a multitude of different situations which include Blue
Skies, Storms, Sunsets etc but importantly each program allows users to import third party skies (free or
purchased from the internet) or their own skies.
Please keep in mind if you are entering competitions that WCC and MCPF/PAGB rules
state that all components of an image must be your own work.
i.e. you are not allowed to incorporate skies that come from either a program you are using or ones that
have been acquired from elsewhere.
Therefore, if you are not doing so already, you should be collecting skies for all occasions by taking
pictures of interesting skies and putting them in a folder for future use. I have been doing this for years
and have a mix of landscape format and portrait format skies which I
can dip into when the occasion arises for a sky swap.
With all this in mind I was interested to see a recent YouTube video
by Anthony Morganti in which he looked at the strengths and
weaknesses of the three programs that offer sky swap at the moment.
Anthony is a reviewer that I have a lot of respect for. I think he does
honest reviews and is worth following.
I am including screen shots from the video in respect of one
seascape image.

Original

Each program has different strengths & weakness but I am sure all software manufacturers are working
to improve their product, because there is a lot of competition in this market. Some of Anthony’s
findings from his tests are as follows.
Photoshop
The major weakness is that it does not deal with reflections in any way at all. Where there is smooth
water in a scene and you would normally expect the sky to be reflected in the water Photoshop is at
present unable to produce the reflection
when a new sky is added. It would be
possible to produce the reflection manually
but this may be difficult and/or time
consuming depending on what is on the
horizon.
A secondary weakness of Photoshop is that it
is slow for slider changes to take effect and
you cannot re-set a slider by double clicking
on it. However, if you just need to put on a
new sky onto the sky area then it works fine.
My own experience is the same. I have hardly
any images where a reflection would be
involved.
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On1 Photo Raw 2022
The main weakness of this program is with man-made structures that go up in the sky.
Anthony found that the new sky tends to go over the top of part of the structure, making the result
unusable. (see example) In general it works well with reflections and has a shift vertical slider allowing
you to adjust the position of the sky in a reflection.

However, if there is a reflection of a building the new sky reflection may go over the building reflection
and there is no way to remove it without moving the position of the sky reflection.
Luminar AI
Overall it works great on all different images and deals with man-made structures very well. It will add
a reflection to the water but there is no vertical control on that reflection so it may be impossible to line

up the reflection in the water to where it should be in relation to the sky.
Can I suggest that you look at Anthony’s video but also other videos on YouTube about sky
replacement in general including how to best to take sky images for your own future use.
(Images: Anthony Morganti: fair use)
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Alphabet Soup
Who’s who and what’s what…
A basic introduction to some photographic organisations and awards/distinctions.

There is a veritable alphabet soup of photographic distinctions and awards available if you are interested
in having something external to work towards. Here’s a brief introduction on our website to some
you might have come across. You will see that the RPS (Royal Photographic Society) and the
PAGB (Photographic Alliance of Great Britain) are the two major awarding bodies for our club
members (apart from our own Diploma awards!)
For those interested in exhibitions, BPE (British Photographic Exhibitions) and FIAP (The
international Federation of Photographic Art) have awards for achievement in gaining
salon/exhibition acceptances. (see also Nov 8 Photonews p7 and Richard’s intro for more details.)
There are other awards more specifically aimed at professionals; a number of these are managed
through the Societies of Photographers whose membership is open to full-time professional, semiprofessional and the “serious enthusiast”. The specialist membership societies (including wedding, sport,
nature, fashion, travel and media) offer qualifications as well as mentoring, training and support both
photographic and business-related.
We have a members’ Distinctions page on the website as well as holding the information in the
members’ area, so you can easily find someone to talk to if you are considering having a go yourself. If
you hold a distinction but it’s not on here, please do let us know by updating your member
profile and dropping us a note!
Here are some WCC numbers to go with the letters in the alphabet soup…
We currently have 8 members who hold FRPS, which is pretty darned impressive! (Also, currently
Tessa Mills FRPS is on the Contemporary A & F assessment Panel and Martin Addison FRPS is on
the Visual Art Panel.) 1 current member has achieved MPAGB (Master).
6 members holdthe DPAGB and 3 have CPAGB.
4 members hold ARPS (Associateship) and 14 are Licentiates of the RPS.
In-house diploma numbers are currently 9 General Diploma holders and 11 holders of 13
Specialised Diplomas! What a talented lot you are, and we are grateful to all members who are so
willing to share their expertise and experience.
Apart from the context of awards, which are great, but not, of course, the be-all and end-all of our
photography, you will see initials such as MCPF and PAGB regularly bandied about. The MCPF is the
Midlands Counties Photographic Federation and is our club’s
home region. As well as general support for camera clubs, they
organise exhibitions and competitions like MidPhot. There is also a
monthly newsletter: you will find the links in Photonews but you can
also subscribe directly and be ahead of the game!
The PAGB is the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain and coordinates activities for clubs nationally, working through the regional
federations (ours being MCPF). Again, you don’t have to wait for
Photonews to alert you to their newsletters: you can sign up for the
PAGB e-news here.
The competitions that PAGB organises are primarily for its member
clubs. If you are interested in this do contact the committee if you
might be willing to help in this or other areas. (PAGB Masters of
Print is for individuals who belong to an affiliated club.)
Ruth Bourne

Alphabet soup: strawberryblues CC 2.0
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Dates for the diary
23 Nov 4pm Online Masterclass | Long Exposures & Seascapes/ Wex. Free.
25 Nov, 6pm, GRAIN Photographers Talk - Vanessa Winship Zoom, Book £3 / £5
Vanessa Winship is an award-winning British photographer.
Ian Parry photojournalism scholarship charity auctions online (closes 24 Nov 12pm);works by David
Bailey, Susan Meiselas, Mary McCartney, Martin Parr, Terry O’Neill etc & live auction 23 Nov. Details.
To 27 November, Coventry centre. Photographs Sexton.
27 Nov. Christmas Lights switch-on Worcester & Wychavon. Malvern Christmas Festival.
27 Nov - 3 Jan 70s/80s Christmas at Hanbury Hall.

11-12 Dec Avoncroft Artisan
Competitions
&
Re-enactors
market
Get ready for MidPhot 2022!
Victorian Christmas supported
Opens 1 Jan, closes 12 Feb.
by the Ragged Victorians.
Please note the RVs’ photography
policy.
Until 12 Jan, Coventry. Turner
Prize 2021 (Free, book online).
Herbert
Gallery
permits
photography.
Until 2 Jan, booking essential.
Webbs Enchanted Gardens.
Yorkshire Sculpture Park has
its usual photogenic and eclectic
mix of outdoor and indoor
sculptures,
from
Joana
Vasconcelos (extended to Jan
2022) to Hardeep Sahota’s Wildlife PotY close 9 Dec.
light painting Bhangra Lexicon Underwater PotY by 4 Jan.
(to 2 Jan) and Rachel Kneebone’s
Portrait of Humanity - 2 Dec
399 Days (to 24 April 2022).
Sony World Photography
Open, 10 categories (free entry
From 27 November.
for up to 3 single images). Close
Ralph Court Gardens
7 Jan 2022.
Winter Wonderland.
19th Annual Smithsonian
closes 30 Nov. Free. Rules.
To 12 Dec. Food PotY at RPS. Call for Gallery Submissions
Number 8, Pershore. By 8 Dec.
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& exhibitions
Hamdan International Award
Nature closes 30 November.
Pink Lady closes 6 Feb.
Lens Culture – free entry
available. Closes 15 Dec.
MidPhot AV closing date 15
Jan 2022. WCC had two
prizewinners in 2021! 2022 sees
a new award , the Andrew. N.
Gagg Award Audio Visual
Excellence
awarded
for
narrative,
including
writing,
delivery,
fluency
&
expressiveness. Get writing!

Other News & Links
PAGB enews latest 295
Did you miss the November
MCPF news?
A first Curator of
Photography at the
Bodleian.

Have you seen the Julia
Margaret Cameron
collection in the digital
Bodleian, Oxford?

RIP Mick Rock.

See the Taylor Wessing
Winners.

Abandoned USSR sites

Best Lightroom presets.

Offers
Without wishing to fuel consumerist fires, here are a couple of Black Friday offers.
Adobe Creative Cloud 39% off year 1. Compare all plans.
Wex deals.
LCE deals.
If, on the other hand, you want to pass on kit, software or books and do some good, contact the
Disabled Photographers’ Society who welcome useful donations.

And Finally…
Avez-vous vu…?
Windows 10, the French version, from Barrie Glover ARPS, WSDP.
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