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Over the past 3 months, your tech team have been working hard to create a new Members’
Area where information not suitable for our external website can be created, stored and
accessed in a secure manner. This new site is up and running and has been “seeded” with
information from the previous system; information such as personal details, special interest
group preferences, events and club documents.
The new Members’ Area can be accessed by the link in the header menu on the external
website or by going directly to: https://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/
All members should have received an email specifying their Username, email address and
instructions on how to change passwords. If anyone has any issues accessing the new site
or any questions about it, please email website@worcscc.uk
The prime objective was to create a system to be used for subscription renewals in August
and this has been done, along with a full register of members and their details. A new
member on-ramping process has also been created to provide online registration and a
smooth journey to full membership. Our Membership Secretary, Tineke Morgan, will provide
a link to a registration page where the prospective user can complete their application.
The login process to https://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/confrere/ has been made
more secure with the addition of the reCaptcha system where, in addition to Username and
password, you are required to identify objects from a grid of images. This simple application
helps stop the unauthorised access to our new secure website.
Once you have logged into the site, you will see a notice board populated with events and
information. Some of the entries are linked to other websites where more event information
can be found. If you have event information that you think other members would like to see,
please email website@worcscc.uk
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The menu items, Club, Group and Members contain information about the respective
domains. Please feel free to browse the system and if you find anything which isn’t quite
right, please contact website@worcscc.uk
For the technically minded, this new Members’ website is based on Joomla with the
Community Builder extension. We have taken the decision to build functionality using
standard components and not write any bespoke code. If you are interested in joining the
tech team to help maintain and extend our web presence, then please contact me
at systems@worcscc.uk .
And finally, a huge Thank You to Alan Yeates who has taken the lead in building this new
website. Alan was ably assisted by Karen Dewson and duly hampered by me!
Thank you, Alan, for all the time and effort you’ve put into getting this system to where it is
today.
Eric Williams July 2021

https://membership.theguardian.com/event/telling-stories-with-your-camera-aphotography-masterclass-160985595249

Anyone considering applying for PAGB Awards can get on-line Advice see link below
www.http://www.thepagb.org.uk/awards/apm-advice-service/
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Charles writes:I am delighted to have achieved MPAGB and joined a group of only 150 people who have
this award.
If I had realised quite how high the bar was I probably wouldn't have attempted it!
You need 20 prints of near perfect technical quality that are judged separately by six judges.
The pictures need to have high impact and the "Wow Factor"
Choosing the images was difficult and they went through many cycles of refinement and
testing in BPE and FIAP exhibitions. Attention to detail in every aspect of the photographic
process is essential.
I would like to thank everyone in the club who has given me feedback and encouragement
that has helped me reach this standard. I would encourage and would be happy to advise
anybody who wants to go down this road.
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Thank you Charles for sharing your images let’s hope that at sometime in the not too
distant future we will be able to see the
Prints at a Club Meeting!
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Clive Haynes FRPS
Fashions and trends evolve and proliferate amongst photographers and sometimes a style
or ‘look’ becomes a ‘must-have’ or a desirable ‘me too’ choice.
One recent trend is the popularisation of the range of lenses offered by Lensbaby, amongst
which, softly romantic results from the three principal ‘Velvet’ models (28, 56 and 85) are
considered by many to be the most accessible and most easily applied to a variety of subjects. The beauty of the ‘Velvet’ range resides in their gentle suffusion of tones.
Cleverly designed, especially when used at wide-open aperture (around f1.6), an amount of
diffusion pervades the image. Changing the f-stop alters the level of diffusion. Another
distinct advantage is that they’re macro lenses allowing very close-up studies.
However, it needs to be remembered that Lensbaby lenses are entirely manual, where focus, aperture and shutter-speed needs to be set by the photographer. In practice, they can
be a little frustrating and tricky to use, especially when accessing how sharp / unsharp or
diffuse the subject is or, indeed, should be. In my experience, even built-in electronic aids
to focus, such as’ ‘focus peaking’, do not necessarily help.
I’m certain that the majority of our colleagues with Lensbaby ‘Velvet’ lenses, would agree
that there tends to be some commonality of subject matter, in particular the obvious appeal of flowers, grasses, portraits, etc. I’ve certainly chosen these subjects and they’re irresistible. The question is, how to introduce a level ‘personal expression’ and make one’s
work ‘different’ from the rest, if only for a short time, before others get the same idea!
During a recent holiday in Devon, I began to use the combination of infrared photography
and the Lensbaby ‘Velvet 56’ lens. Although IR added another element of waywardness,
the results were worthwhile. I experimented with close-ups of flowers, (where infrared
confers blooms with a fragile, porcelain-like quality), the sculptural forms of backlit trees
and foliage (which become ethereal and insubstantial), landscapes and a number of decaying old hulks upon a foreshore (imbuing the subjects with an aura of nostalgia).
The element of diffusion recalls the days of IR film when the lack of an anti-halation backing on Kodak High Speed Infrared film contributed a certain amount of ‘glow’ and otherworldliness to the pictures.
Here’s a small selection images, to illustrate how characterful and expressive I feel the
combination of ‘IR’ and ‘LB’ can be.
Clive Haynes - July 2021
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NO: 2
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