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The title states the obvious: it has been a very strange year indeed! Our normal Tuesday
evening meetings at the Church Hall and Thursdays at the British Legion, all came to an
abrupt halt in mid-March thanks to Covid-19.
Despite this and thanks to the hard work of many Club Members, I am very pleased to say
that the Club continues to thrive with an undiminished membership approaching 115.
This includes a number of New Members who have joined us since the start of September.
A very warm Worcestershire welcome to them and I very much forward to meeting you all
in person in due course.
Back in March the Committee was very keen to keep Members involved in Club activities as
we faced lockdown and the restrictions that followed. So like other Clubs we embraced
Zoom and in early May started holding on-line talks, which proved very successful.
We held an on-line AGM and Annual Club Show and continued with Tuesday talks roughly
every two weeks up until the start of the new season on the 1st September.
Throughout this period the Thursday evening Special Interest Groups also continued to
thrive on Zoom. Our Programme now continues much as planned albeit on Zoom.
At the start of this year, the Committee reviewed Internal Club Competitions with the aim
of encouraging more Members to take part. The outcome of this was the first meeting of
the Photography Development Group in September. The principal aim of the Group is to
encourage and enable Club Members to develop their photographic skills in the processing
and presentation of their images to an audience, which could well be a Competition Judge
either internal or external. After four meetings the Group is doing well and I very much
want to encourage Members to look outside of the Club and enter external competitions.
I know that some Members are already doing this and I would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate them on their successes.
I joined WCC in September 2015, quite late in my photography journey, but I had been put
off Camera Clubs by their love of competitions (which now seems a bit ironic given my
activities in the Club!). Not surprisingly, I looked at the websites of a number of local Clubs
before deciding to come to WCC because it looked to be the best Club in the area.
Since I joined (and I hasten to add no thanks to me), it is clear that it has become an even
better Club and is now very much one of the leading Clubs in the region. Club Members
really are producing some outstanding images and it is something we need to shout about
by looking outside of the Club.
Looking forward to the New Year (and again stating the obvious!), it is almost impossible to
predict when we will return to regular meetings in the Church Hall and British Legion.
Like many others, I suspect that all of our lives will be permanently changed by the
pandemic. There will be less travel and more use of on-line meetings using the likes of
Zoom. So we will most likely end up with a mixture of face-to-face and on-line events.
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Some of you will know that back in November I was approached by Seven Hills Camera Club
in Worcester, Massachusetts to hold a joint event on Zoom. An inter-club competition was
originally suggested, but now we have decided to simply show some of the best images by
Members from both Clubs. The suggested date and time is
(it has to be a weekend because of the 5 hour time difference).
So immediately after Christmas we will be making detailed plans for this.
Finally, and I hope that your plans for Christmas have not been upset too much by all of the
recent chopping and changing in government policy, I would like to wish all Club Members
and their families and friends a Very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year.
I must also thank all of those Club Members who put in a tremendous amount of work to
keep the Club thriving and I am sure that it will continue to thrive in 2021.
My photography this year has, as I’m sure for many of you, been very restricted due to
Covid-19. But I will leave you with a memory of summer: a Female Silver Washed Fritillary
in Trench Wood in mid-July. This butterfly took pity on me and posed for the camera after
several hours of conspiring with her friends to fly off just as I focused my camera on them.
-
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In a recent edition of WCC News I posted the first ten images from my attempt to try to
photograph a different subject each day during the November lockdown, I’m happy to say
that task is now complete.
Some images from this series have generated comment and Clive suggested that I may like
to share some of my ideas and techniques with club members.
In particular he mentioned the “Levitating Sphere” images - as a result of Clive’s suggestion
I have photographed the gear I used, this involved four different tripods, focus stacking
software and finally a little Photoshop wizardry.
Instead of posting separate images I have combined eight of them into two panels, these
panels show the gear I used to create the crystal sphere images.
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Panel (1)
�� images (1) & (2) show one of my home-made nature tripods, this is basically a small table which
has a pot of chrysanthemums on it.
�� Image (3) shows a small tripod that I have made from an 18mm plywood disc, this has three stainless steel drink stirrers glued into position. It has an Arca Swiss quick release plate attached underneath.
�� Image (4) shows the small drink stirrer tripod in its upright position
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Panel (2)
�� Image (5) shows another tripod with a ball head attached positioned in front of the

flowers.
�� Image (6) shows the crystal sphere in position on the home-made tripod.
�� Image (7) shows my camera tripod with a geared head attached.

Image (8) shows my camera in place

The camera is triggered by using a remote shutter release cable, it is essential to take
several images in quick succession at different focus points without moving the camera.
For the photograph shown I used a stack of 35 images, I prefer to focus the first image at
the rear of the subject and work towards the front in very small focus point increments.
I have tried automatic focus stacking with my camera which is equipped for it, but I do
prefer to focus manually.
The stacked images are then processed and combined into one image in propriety
software, I use Helicon Focus which I pay for by annual subscription.
After I am happy with the stacked image, I delete all of the originals for the very reason of
storage capacity.
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Each of the 35 images in this stack was approximately 56 MB, this equates to 1,960 MB for
just one image.
The final job was to remove parts of the stainless-steel tripod in Photoshop to give the
impression of a levitating sphere.
There is a video available on my YouTube channel called 28 Days, this shows the
28 different subjects that I attempted during November’s lockdown.
This video can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjCQwPDlV3Y
If there is anything in this video that catches your eye and you would like to learn more
please get in touch, I will help all I can.
Barrie Glover

I have just updated the slideshow banner on the website home page but only had photos
from 3 members. I would like to show photographs from as many people as possible, so
if you think you have any images that would look nice in banner format I would love them
for the Website.
The step by step instructions on how to resize your images can be found
at http://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/9-uncategorised/340-submitslideshow.

Then please send to me at slideshow@worcscc.uk
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Bob Tunstall had two acceptances for the
Smethwick International Nature Salon
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For participants in our Diploma Scheme, this hasn’t been an easy year. Whilst some projects
have been limited through lack of access to subject material, thankfully the ability to travel
locally has enabled many to continue with their photographic adventures, albeit with some
restrictions.
With considerable focus over many months, Angie has worked diligently to capture and
convey her love for the folded landscape of rural west Worcestershire. Through her
photography, choice of time of day, and carefully selected viewpoints, Angie admirably
reveals
a beautiful melody of moods.
Clive Haynes FRPS
WCC Diploma Scheme Coordinator

Angie says:Landscape is a subject very close to my heart and has featured heavily in my artwork & photography since college days in the late 1960s, so choosing to do the specialist Landscape
Diploma seemed the obvious choice for me. It enabled me to focus my attention on it with a
greater intensity while at the same time improving my photographic practice.
I am fortunate to live in a very beautiful part of Worcs. Its rivers, rolling hills, Iron age
Hillforts, steep-sided, wooded valleys and pasture are a constant inspiration to me.
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Walking the network of ancient tracks that thread their way through the land has become an
integral part of the whole creative process. I walk almost every day and usually have my
camera with me. My intention is to convey, in my images, the emotion I feel and my personal response to the spirit of place. Most of the photographs in my panel were taken within a
15 mile radius of home with only three taken over the border in neighbouring counties.
I would like to thank everyone in the club who has helped me along the way. Their generously given, expert advice has definitely helped improve my work, especially the technical
side.
Through working for the Diploma I have had many memorable moments and have
thoroughly enjoyed the journey so far. I look forward to the next chapter!

Assessors were unanimous in awarding the Specialised Diploma to Angie.
Extracts from Assessors comments when evaluating the panel
...................Angie’s landscape diploma panel is just beautiful and it’s evident that she has put
an enormous amount of work into creating it. The subject matter is delightful, her
composition is good and her use of light is excellent. She has certainly summoned up her
genius loci to create this panel!
..................Angie’s panel includes many beautiful landscapes and they reflect her love of the
outdoors and nature. The rolling hillsides are very typical of the
Worcestershire/Herefordshire area and are rendered beautifully. The use of light has been
handled very well in the panel and shows good craft skills. Overall an excellent panel.
..................The panel has a wonderful feel to it. The images really do bring over the warmth
and the colour of the Worcestershire landscape. The Statement of Intent is excellent and
most of the images really do convey the idea of 'tracks that thread their way through the
landscape'.
...................We experience the warmth and harmony and the inspiration Angie gained from the
landscape, expressed through a most sympathetic and loving interpretation. The images
most definitely achieve the standard required.
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A selection of Angie’s beautiful
Images Congratulations
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Confrontation - Charles Ashton

One Morning in Tuscany - Jenny Rees Mann
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Presenting work as a tight set of related images is a very good way of expressing a theme or
extending a narrative. Panels allow us to do this. However, the panel doesn’t need to be
especially elaborate.
Triptychs are an ideal way of utilising images which by themselves don’t necessarily reveal
all you would like to say or show about a subject. Another advantage during this time of
lockdown and pandemic is that we can look through our archives of images and discover gems
that relate one to another. Sometimes a solitary image split into three will make a more
fascinating and more expressive picture than the simple stand alone photo.
Triptychs are easy to make in Lightroom using the Print Module and the design can be saved
.
as a User Preset, ready for the next time.
The blank, ready-to-use, triptych template can be saved where you can find it again, just like
any other image, perhaps within your ‘Pictures’ folder.
Don’t save the template within the Photoshop program itself as Adobe updates won’t
recognise it.
I’ve created a Photoshop Triptych Template to download and there are simple step-by-step
instructions too. Once you have the basics you can begin to experiment with changes such
as a background other than white, or a ‘keyline’ colour to suit your subjects. You can also
evolve the design from a triptych to create another shapes and geometry. The working
principles will remain the same.
The template download, which is available in two sizes, A4 and A3, is in the Digital Group
section of the WCC website. Here’s the direct link:
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/special-interestgroups/digital-group/1166-make-a-triptych-with-a-template
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I’ve received info from Topaz about a limited period offer. You can use my discount code of clivehaynes to
get a further 15% off. Here’s the link to Topaz: https://topazlabs.com/shop/
Do share the link and info with others and take advantage while it lasts.
Get

any individual Topaz products or bundle... and an additional email-only
. Only available for 2 weeks.
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From Peter Young My neighbour has been clearing out his garage, and has unearthed two
unused rolls of 35mm print film, brand Klick, 24 exposures, expiry date:
2006. Would they be of use to anyone in the Camera Club?
Anyone interested please contact Peter - peter.young10@virgin.net

From Ruth -

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/lensculture-editors-favorite-photobooks-of-2020

MidPhot 2021
24th – 28th March
The Old Schoolhouse, Oldbury
(subject to change and Government Restrictions in place at the time)

5 Projected Image Sections
Open Colour – Open Monochrome – Scapes – Nature –
Triptych
over 100 awards inc PAGB Gold, PAGB Silver and MCPF Medals,
MCPF Ribbons and certificates
We open for entries Jan 1st 2021 on-line only entry, links will appear near the
date
More details can be found by downloading the Guidelines MidPhot 2021

Closing Sat 13th Feb 2021
(date for MCPF General Meeting)
You can enter as an individual or via your Club

Details can be found at_ https://www.mcpf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/midphotguidelines-2021.pdf
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has been in touch with WCC via Facebook asking if anyone would be interested to help (on a volunteer basis) with taking some photos of horses in unusual
situations around town.
Nicole already has lots of ideas about the staging but says it's a bit much being in the photo,
controlling the horse and taking the photo, and she relies on the goodwill of passers-by
(with varying photographic skills!) at the moment. She thought it might appeal to someone
wanting to build up a social media portfolio.
If you're interested in this mini-project and able to help, please contact Nicole directly via
Facebook or via Urban Horse School - links below
Nicole https://www.facebook.com/nicole.sherwood.378
UHS https://www.facebook.com/Urban-Horse-School-102561827868284
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Stay Safe Everyone
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