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Tuesdays

WCC Photonews

. Tuesday Zoom Meetings
1st PDI Winning Images
Comet Neowise - James Woodend
Making a 1 minute AV - Clive H
New Members Showcase
Photos WANTED - Ruth
Isle of Islay - Barrie & Barb Glover
Smethwick International Salon
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Here are his images and some fascinating info:-

Early on this year The Comet NEOWISE made its appearance known to us as it swung around
the Sun and started heading out into deep space.
Comets are the only astronomical objects that can be named after who discovered it -    in
this case it was a NASA satellite called the Near Earth Orbiting Wide-field Infrared Survey
Explorer (NEOWISE).
The comet turned out to be a 40 million tonne block of ice travelling at 40 miles per second
with an extensive dust tail even visible to the naked eye.
The extremely eccentric orbit took NEOWISE reasonably close to the earth and on the 20th
July at 1am it was estimated to be at its brightest. If you know anything about astronomy in
the UK you can guarantee that it would be either cloudy or a clear sky washed out by a
bright moon. Therefore it was a bit of a surprise that it turned out the 20th July would be a
dark star filled sky with no moon present.
I headed out to Clee Hill at about midnight and set my camera up near the radar stations.
The following snaps were taken on that night at around 1am. I used a Sony A7R4 fitted with
either a 24-105mm lens or the superb Sony 100-400 lens. Most exposures were between 4
and 8 seconds at an ISO of 6800.
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Clive Haynes FRPS

During the August meeting of our AV Group the challenge was given to produce a one
minute AV for the September session.
At first glance, this would appear to be a simple matter.  However, in reality, the process of
producing a one minute AV takes proportionately longer by the second to make than a
longer and more conventional AV.
My subject was the rusting remains of an old car, entangled in brambles and found during a
walk with Gill and Malcolm.  The location placed a constraint upon the number of composi-
tional angles imposed by undergrowth and access.
Having taken the shots I needed, the next task was to evolve a short script to convey as
much meaning as possible within 60 seconds.  The reference rate for clear speech is around
128 words per minute.  Having worked out my scenario I was able to convey everything I
required in just 59 words.
Although shot in infrared and processed as black and white, there was a point where a
burst of psychedelic colour was needed for emphasis.  The specific image was converted to
duotone colour and the tones distorted by using ‘curves’.
A very simple story-board was put together to match words and pictures.  My next task was
to find suitable music.
One minute long pieces don’t abound and usually a severe amount of editing is required to
considerably shorten a piece and even then it may not sound right.  A fade-out can be used,
but this is usually unsatisfactory.  I decided that a better option was to make my own.  Gill
and I have an electronic piano keyboard with standard piano octaves and a huge selection
of ‘voices’.
My first preference was for a ‘walking (acoustic) bass’ to gently pace out the series of notes,
but this proved unsatisfactory.  Gill thought a very simple, sparse sequence of piano notes
would work.  She experimented a few options and we found the Funky Piano ‘voice’ to be
sufficiently different enough to have some character.  Once the recording was made it was
copied to Audacity (audio-editor) to be combined with the voice-over.
Here the need became apparent to change from a major key to a minor key when the mood
of the AV altered about half-way through.  Audacity proved very useful as within its many
options, key changes are possible.
Once the combined soundtrack was correct, it was saved and exported to the AV-making
program (in this case ProShow Producer) for the pictures and sound to be combined.
At this point the series of time intervals and transitions from one image to the next was
decided.
I was pleased with the result, as the one minute AV very much conveyed how I felt about
this old car when we stumbled upon it decaying in the woodland.

The AV is called ‘Cocooned’ and can be viewed upon the WCC Portfolio page by using this
link: https://worcestershirecameraclub.myportfolio.com/

https://worcestershirecameraclub.myportfolio.com/
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It’s also on my You Tube ‘channel’ where, presently, I have a few other AVs:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeoNPNTM1mXuyuejk-
LO0LA/videos?view_as=subscriber

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4Z98lMkgPY
Although producing AVs tends to be a minority interest, I would encourage anyone to have
a go.  The process of combining a coherent set of images set to music and/or speech is a
very good discipline.  It concentrates the attention and the outcome can readily be shared.
The Club’s friendly AV Group is a very good place to start.
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http://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/special-
interest-groups/contemporary-group/1089-cpg-viewpoint-october-2020
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For this intro I was asked for a ‘mug shot’! - I am assured that’s not to
throw darts at, but to help identify me!
Having moved to Worcester in late 2015 and with retirement then fast
approaching, I joined DigiBox Camera Club here in Worcester.
I am currently DigiBox’s club secretary and plan to split my time, for
the time being, between the two clubs.
I completed my LRPS distinction in 2019 and was thrilled when the RPS asked to keep my
panel to use as an exemplar for future advisory day applicants. Thinking about future chal-
lenges, I am currently contemplating a project for an ARPS panel. After coffee and a chat
with Colin Nash I have now joined and I hope to be able to push my photographic journey
forwards with Worcestershire Camera Club.
I am keen on long exposure seascapes and wider landscape photography, but will happily
‘snap away’ at most scenes. My wife, Alison, and I spend a lot of time travelling – but
currently Covid limiting - especially with our family, including 4 grandchildren, in
Aberdeen and Guernsey.
I have added a few images to this article, including four that were all successful and re-
cently ‘ for publication in this year’s RPS – Digital Imaging Group – 2020 project-
ed image competition.
Clearly contact with everyone will be over Zoom for the time being, however I look for-
ward to the day when I can meet up with you all face to face.
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I am always grateful for photos to feature on the club Facebook page, as we publish one or
two a day to  keep the  page fresh. Any theme/style, and competition size is fine.

Discreet or no watermark, please.

Cover images are also useful, this is usually changed on a weekly basis. A recommended for-
mat is 1920 x 1005 but any 16:9/letterboxish crop will generally work if there's nothing too

critical at the edges..

If (as I hope!) you're sending me a batch of images, I recommend WeTransfer.com, a free

service. Please use the  address in my details on the website. (For members who
may still have my  tiscali email in their address books, I do still have this account but don't

check it regularly.)
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Barb and I spent our 50th Wedding Anniversary on the Isle of Islay which is in the
Inner Hebrides  -  it was our second visit to the island.

The island is extremely beautiful, the people are very friendly and the many beaches on the
island are nearly always deserted, social distancing is unheard of on their beaches.
Landscape photography opportunities abound and it is also a nature-lovers paradise.
The island is cloaked in history, especially regarding the dualling clans, there are a few Neo-
lithic monuments but surprisingly few in comparison to other Scottish islands. There are
however, many sites of historic importance and old chapel sites are definitely worth visiting.

Islay is known as “The Whisky Isle” because of the number of high-quality whisky distilleries
to be found there.
The coastline is very rugged in places and there have been many ships wrecked and many
lives have been lost over the years.
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Three of my images below are of one of the earliest built steam ships, The Patti, which was
wrecked in the 1840’s but very little is known about it.
The American Monument on the Oa peninsula commemorates the loss of two troop ships in
1918, the Tuscania and the Otranto and the location overlooks the very spot where the Tus-
cania sank. A UB-77 German submarine torpedoed the Tuscania; an estimated 230 lives were
lost in this tragedy.
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Eight months later, on October 6th 1918, another tragedy occurred only a few miles from the
place where the Tuscania sank. The HMS Otranto was carrying troops from New York to Glas-
gow when it collided with the steamship HMS Kashmir during a heavy storm.
This tragedy took place not far from Machir bay where the steamship Patti lies on Islay's
west coast. Over 400 lives were lost on this occasion, both British crew members and US
servicemen died.
Sadly, the most poignant sight is that of the monument that commemorates the loss of 241
Irish emigrants who were ship wrecked off the coast while on their way to a new life in the
USA, they were sailing to escape the infamous Irish Potato Famine.
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The 46th Smethwick International Exhibition of
Photography is now open for entry.

This year due to the covid-19 pandemic the exhibition will
be PROJECTED IMAGE ONLY.

Our Prints sections will of course return in the future once it is safe
and logistically possible to do so.


