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Following on from a line of illustrious predecessors, I took on the daunting role of Chair of
Worcestershire Camera Club, now in its 130th year, from Colin at the AGM in May so I
thought it only right that I should try and introduce myself.
I joined WCC in 2015 so I am relatively new to the Club and in fact relatively new to Camera
Clubs as this is my first one.
A bit of background first: I am retired from work and like many people my age when asked
‘When did you first start taking pictures?’ I answer that it was about age eight (this seems to
be the stock answer!). However, I had a head start compared to most as my mother was a
professional photographer and my father was a keen amateur. I was born and brought up in
Hull where I was taking photographs from an early age and earning pocket money as a
youngster helping out in a wet darkroom. My parents were very against me taking up a career in photography (no money in it and they were probably right!) so after studying Electrical Engineering at University, I spent over 40 years as an Electrical Power Engineer before
retiring.
I bought a Pentax KM SLR (a superb camera) in 1976 and over the years took plenty of holiday photographs (I still have a stack of yellow boxes from Hemel Hempstead – remember
those!), but I didn’t take up photography seriously until about year 2000.
Although I have lived in Kempsey since 1986, I had a change from 1995 to 2002 when I lived
and worked in the centre of Snowdonia so great landscape was quite literally all around me.
No excuse then! So in about year 2000 I started taking landscape photography seriously. I
stopped taking photographs and started ‘making images’. Subsequently I have also moved
into travel and nature photography as well.
While I was still working, most of my photography was on organised tours and mostly overseas, hence the travel photography (I’ve always liked to try and go to places that are a bit
different!) In 2011 I decided to have a serious go at nature photography and that had two
big consequences: firstly I developed a love for the genre and secondly I got to know a
group of photographer friends who I have travelled with many times since.
I’ve put a selection of images from my travels with this article. You have probably seen most
of them before in Club competitions. Of particular note are the Candlelit Priest taken in
northern Ethiopia, which won the first Club print competition that I entered and
secondly the Boat with Bamboo Poles taken in south west China that won me a rather nice
framed print by the main speaker at the RPS Travel Group Spring Meeting last year as the
best print on the day.
Which has been my most memorable destination? Where would I really like to go back to? Ethiopia, certainly although I think that it is politically more difficult now than when I went
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in 2015. Myanmar and Iran also, but again definitely out due to politics. I’ve been to Japan
twice now in winter and really loved it – everything was so organised! But there are loads
of other places that I would like to go.
As I get older, I am devoting more time to independent photography in the UK. I have been
trying to improve my skills in extreme macro, particularly of insects and have been
experimenting with both Infra Red and Ultra Violet photography (and I’m still trying to get a
really good image of wild boar in the Forest of Dean!).
I have been a RPS member since 2004 and I am an active member of a number of RPS Special Interest Groups. Since 2017 I have been the Secretary of the RPS Nature Group, which
with over 900 Members is a big, but very rewarding job.
But enough about me. How do I see the Club going forward? First off I would gently
remind Members that it is a Camera Club, as sometimes it seems to be turning into a
Computer Users Club! I appreciate that with lockdown, some Members are finding it
difficult to get out with their cameras and processing or creating images on the computer
provides a creative outlet. But do get out with your cameras if you can! Also, if possible, do
make use of the tremendous expertise within the Club, for example by getting involved with
the excellent Diploma and Mentoring schemes.
It is very difficult to predict when normality and weekly meetings at Bishop Allenby Hall
will resume – probably unlikely before the New Year. Zoom seems to be a good alternative
and opens up some exciting opportunities. Speakers no longer have to be local or even UK
based. Smethwick recently had a Zoom evening meeting of presentations by Members of
Dublin Camera Club, which worked very well.
I really must take this opportunity to thank all of the Club Members who are working very
hard to provide us with Zoom meetings and presentations during the present lockdown
period.
Earlier in the year, as part of the discussion on whether or not we should change Club
competitions (remember the questionnaire?), a proposal was made to form a Competitions
Special Interest Group (in normal times to meet once a month on a Thursday evening at the
British Legion). This would help Members prepare images and encourage them to enter
both internal and external competitions.
I am strongly in favour of this, particularly in helping Members to enter external competitions and make the Club much more outward looking again. I also suggested at the time
the formation of an Outdoor Photography Group to help and encourage Members with their
landscape and nature photography including organising field trips. What do you think to
both of these suggestions? Let me know.
One option could be to form both Groups and run them alternate months on a Thursday
evening (perhaps using Zoom to start with).
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I am really looking forward to what I hope despite present restrictions will be a very
productive year for Club Members and for the Club as a whole. If you are interested in helping with any aspect of running the Club then please let me know, volunteers are always welcome.
Enjoy your photography, but do stay safe,
Duncan.
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When I was asked to be Chairman of our Camera Club, I was both daunted and flattered.
Daunted because it is such an important club with such an excellent history.
It has had many outstanding Chairmen and obviously flattered that people thought that I
had the ability to Chair our Club. Obviously, I accepted, but I actually accepted to be the
Vice Chair for a year which would lead up to taking over as Chairman in April 2019.
This gave me a year on the committee to find my feet and try to understand all the nuances
of being Chairman. During my working career I had travelled a lot on business so could not
commit to being on the Committee.
Of course you soon come to realise that there are many other excellent people on the committee and working in the background that really make our club tick over on a weekly basis.
I thanked all of these people in my Chairman’s report so will not go through all the names
again here.
So in a good year the Chairman mainly gets up at the start of a meeting, goes through all
the notices, gets told off for not using a microphone and welcomes the speaker. Then at
the end of the meeting gets back up and tries to remember all people he needs to thank for
the excellent evening, which doesn’t always work, but I put that down to age-related
memory loss! Oh, and chairing the committee meetings.
The one thing that I was dreading was getting a speaker or judge that I just did not take to!
I was extremely lucky that Duncan had got some great judges in for the Competitions and
Gill had unearthed some outstanding speakers so I did not need to bite my lip and say any
porky pies about how much I had enjoyed the evening’s entertainment.
We were going along great and I was thoroughly enjoying my stint as Chairman and then we
moved into 2020 and the world turned upside down for all of us with the start of the
Coronavirus Pandemic. I started getting questions about club nights and should they go on,
people were starting to say that they could not go to club nights due to their age or health
issues, so I took the very sad decision, for me, but wise one in hindsight to close all our
meetings for the foreseeable future. This was an extremely hard decision to make because
at the time we were not locked down, but it was becoming increasingly obvious that I had to
do something.
Once again, those wonderful people in the background started to put their thinking caps on
we went digital. Zoom was identified as a potential way to hold meetings online and as you
know, if you have been on any of the meetings, they have been extremely good and well
attended with over 60 people logging in to join the meeting.
We are now holding regular speaker events and all the current Thursday evening meetings
have taken place or will soon. As we could not get out and about both Martin and Clive got
us motivated to start creating images to share in online books and they have been extremely successful to date.
On top of this I actually managed to join in on trips to the Brecon Beacons, Droitwich,
Ludlow, Donna Nook and Bumble Hole during my time as Chairman.
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These trips are always great fun and I so look forward to being able to do more of these in the
future. I have included one of my favourite images from each of these trips below.
To sum up I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chairman, and am sure that Duncan will
after me, it is the people that make the club and we are so lucky to have so many great
people in our club, fantastic photographers, mentors, great individual skills and really good
friends, but mainly that everyone is willing to help or offer advice in whatever way they can.
I really look forward to the time when we can meet again to enjoy each other’s company and
talk about or do some photography together.
Finally, I would just like to say a big thank you to all for your support during my time as
Chairman, it was really appreciated. I wish you all the very best and hope that you all stay
safe until we can meet again.

Ludlow Market
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Is it because you think the judge is going to say your
pictures are rubbish?
Is it because you think they don’t know what they’re
talking about?
Is it because you think competitions are formulaic?
Well let’s be honest, some of the above is true, but
not as much as we sometimes make out.
Firstly, a judge will never say your picture is rubbish,
they may point out where they believe it can be improved, they may also say that if it were theirs, they
would crop it differently.
Always remember photography is an art and as such
everyone has an opinion and no single opinion is the right one. What that really means is, although it gives you pleasure if others like your photo, at the end of the day if you like it that
is what really matters.
Secondly, having said all that, by listening to judges' comments it is amazing what little nuggets of useful information can be gained, always be prepared to listen and learn.
Now to the punch line!
We have a club that has lots of excellent photographers in it, yet only about 30% of the membership ever enter competitions, why is this?
We as competitions secretaries would like to know, we would love to see more people taking
part and would like to hear what’s holding you back.
If it’s because you feel that your inexperience would show, we are now starting a beginners
competition group to add to the intermediate and advanced, so if you feel that this would be
more suitable to you and would encourage you to enter regularly please let us know.
Chris & Brian Chris - ctja4d@btinternet.com
Brian - brianh212@gmail.com
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Rob Lock got in touch with us via our Facebook page and sent these photographs, found
among his
father's photos, in case they were of interest to our members Rob's dad was
, aka
.
Rob says these were presumably taken by Peter as he doesn't appear in them. Though it is
evidently a cine film evening,
the reverse of one is clearly labelled Worcester Camera Club on 17 October 1956. The film
was Esso Motor Racing.
If you can cast any more light or even recognise any faces, do let us know!
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Here are

from Martin!!
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Clive has asked me to include the link to his Fractal e-book https://issuu.com/fotopix/docs/ordering_kaos
He has produced a PDF on how to work with Apophysis (so hopefully I will be able to
save my work next time!! It is on the website at Digital Group page.
The link to the PDF is here:
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/images/digi_group/apophysis_intro_clive_haynes.pdf
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Members may have seen some of my kaleidoscope images on the club’s Flickr page,
Facebook or other photo sharing websites that I use.
Those images were produced several years ago with a plugin called Medhi Kaleidoscope
within Photoshop CS5, how things have changed since those days.
The plugin is still available and according to the Mehdi website it will still work.
However, that is not my experience as I cannot get it to work at all, believe me I have really
tried.
I asked Martin and he came back with a one-word reply, “No”.
I have looked at other web-based possibilities and some look a little dodgy so I decided to
give those a miss.
Because I have had a little extra time on my hands of late, I decided to tackle the problem
of producing kaleidoscope patterns myself in CC2020.
Over the past week I have designed and recorded a series of Photoshop Actions that produce polygons from between two to ten sides.
Incidentally, I do realise that a two-sided polygon is not possible as the definition of a
polygon is a figure enclosed by several straight lines!
My “two-sided polygon” consists of an ellipse with a section cut off producing a straight
edge, please see my example image.

Now that these actions are recorded it is very quick
and easy to produce the required kaleidoscope, the over-riding problem is producing accurate segments for each polygon.
Triangle sections need to be selected from an image and very accurately cut out and copied
to a blank document before activating the PS action.
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To produce polygons from three to ten sides you will need the following range of angles,
18, 20, 22.5, 25.71, 30 and 36 degrees.

I have also designed cut-out templates for all of these angles.
I will make these actions and the temples available to club members when we kick off
again.
I believe it will require a little one to one tuition so it is probably best to wait until we are
all back together again.
There is an album of kaleidoscope patterns on my web site should you care to look,
there is a link through the club’s website.
There are also three kaleidoscope AVs on my YouTube page.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdd8UO0rNFfsHXxcrcIhuLg?view_as=subscriber
Any members interested in trying out these actions please get in touch.
Barrie
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Photography Experiences will be available to enthusiasts as the 2 metre distancing rule can
easily be achieved. I will need to limit the maximum number participating to 10 and will
designate individual positions with a brightly coloured plastic marker.
If you are interested in booking a photography experience either as a family / bubble or a
club group then please contact me via email, FB messenger or mobile phone.
https://www.wyevalleyfalconry.co.uk/photography
Thank you very much and I look forward to hearing from you.
Luke Mammatt - Head Falconer and Owner

Info from Tom Sullam founder of the Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards,
We have created these competitions as a means of raising conservation and animal orphanage awareness,
both serious topics, but through a humorous and engaging medium. We want people to laugh at the
images entered, and feel engaged with the serious messages that form part of our competition.
The Pet Photography competition has come in handy for those locked down, looking to do some
photography! We work with the Blue Cross charity on this, and 10% of all entry fees goes to them.

www.comedywildlifephoto.com
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From Kevin - Gloucester Camera club Programme Secretary
I am attaching a copy of the advert that we have circulated and posted on Facebook and
Instagram account. Our Instagram username is gloscameraclub - if you follow us we will
follow you back. If you have an unusual username let us know so that we will recognise it
and follow you back.
Here is a link to the page on our website for the Open Lockdown
Challenge https://www.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk/openlockdownchallenge
there is a link here for entrants to upload their photos.
This is some of the information on the website:
If you enjoy taking photos whether you are an enthusiast, a keen amateur or a pro our
Lockdown Challenge is for you Show us what lockdown has meant to you in a photograph
that you have taken since lockdown was announced on 23rd March.
It doesn't matter if you take your photograph on a top of the range DSLR or a cheap mobile,
if it's a photo that you are proud of, then we want to see it!
All images will be displayed on the club website, and then an open vote to choose everyone's favorite image.
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