WCC Photonews

Both of these presentations will be in two 30 minute sessions - Guy will be
showing around 150 images taken over the last three years.
He will include a variety of techniques used to capture the images and will also
give some post processing advice.
He says -

See his website - www.guyedwardes.com
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Throughout this extended lockdown period, the club is striving to maintain the programme
and keep the special interest groups active. The teleconferencing system Zoom has been
purchased and will be used to hold virtual meetings.
A full list of Zoom meetings is now on the website under
(http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/whats-on/programme-201920) .
When a Zoom meeting is scheduled, a unique meeting number in the form 123-3456-6789 is
created together with a 6 digit password.
Together these describe the meeting and are emailed to those members who have
expressed a preference to receive emails.
so perhaps now is right time to check your mail preferences in the Members’ Area
of the website.
Also in the email is a URL that points to the meeting. It contains the meeting ID and
password in an encrypted form. Just click on this URL and it will direct you to the meeting. A
sample URL
is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/12334566789?pwd=dlV2eUVpRTE3SgRFYzVNZUJRb0xydz08

Also when you join a Zoom meeting please think about meeting etiquette.
.
The Chat facility is a good feature but please do not overuse it by saying Hi to everyone when
you join the meeting. If you would like to ask a question, please send the meeting host a Chat
message with your question. The meeting host will then ask the question of the speaker on
your behalf.
There are a number of people putting in a lot of time to get these facilities running for club
members. But please remember that this is ‘work in progress’ and things will go wrong so
please bear with us when we try to fix things.
You are welcome to contact me or Alan Yeates about how to install and use Zoom.
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As you are aware, this season’s Annual Club Show was restricted to just PDIs due to the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions.
Nevertheless, there was a wonderful entry with 362 images being submitted in the
5 categories:
Creative - 61
Open Colour - 90
Open Mono - 77
Nature - 67
Worcs - 67
We were fortunate that an experienced PAGB judge, John Haines, volunteered to assess the
images online and over 2 days in late April - he worked his way diligently through our
entries. The results have been collated and will be revealed during a Zoom meeting on
when John has again volunteered to join the meeting and critique the
images for us in real time. This will be a good evening, showcasing the best work of the season from our wonderful club members.
I intend to put the ACS results on our website in due course along with a gallery view of the
‘held back’ images.
I would like to extend a big thank you to John Haines who, at short notice, enabled us to hold
at least part of our Annual Club Show. John also waived any fee for his time to judge our competition.
Eric Williams

Following on from last Newsletter - Derek Skinner sent me his first ever AV which he put together using the
free software download that I mentioned in the club’s previous newsletter, here is that link again
https://moviemakerminitool.com/
So come on you newcomers, download the program and have a bash at it, AV production is very simple
maths, keeping it simple you will need twenty images, try to get them of similar colours, tones and subject
matter if you can.
When you have loaded them into the program arrange them in the order you want them to appear, set the
time for each slide to 3 seconds, as previously stated simple maths, 60 seconds.
Set the fade to 2 seconds and I suggest you do not attempt fancy transitions, pans or scrolls, to begin with
keep it nice and simple.
The music is a little more difficult, if you would like me to, I can supply you with copyright free pieces, just
email me with the request. If you would like to look at some of my work it can be found on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdd8UO0rNFfsHXxcrcIhuLg?view_as=subscriber
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HELP WANTED
The
manages, maintains and configures our physical hardware (laptop, projector, sound equipment).
However, our club relies on more and more software, or web based apps:

Much of the above may once have been considered “nice-to-have”s, but now we cannot
imagine the club without them.

Our idea is to put together a
that can deal with any of the above.
This would be an informal group, and as such would not necessarily “own” any particular piece
of club functionality. There is also no intention of taking over anything that is currently working well and is supported. However we do feel it would be better for the club if the knowledge
and expertise was distributed more widely.
If you have the skills or knowledge to be involved (Windows 10, PC software in general, Joomla
(for web), social media apps, web based publishing), please get in touch with
(equipment@worcscc.uk) in the first instance.
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From Nigel Reader
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Bob produced these following a demo by Martin Addison at a meeting of the Digital Group
some months ago. Martin did the demo using Lightroom but as Bob doesn’t use this he
made these in Photoshop. The colours certainly are WILD!!!

6

During lockdown I have been walking in the neighbouring fields next to my property, parallel with the River Severn towards Callow End (and therefore Worcester). Different days I take
out different lenses to see what I can see. These images were taken with my 400mm lens of
a Canon 5 D Mk IV - I went out with intentions of capturing birds in flight. I was not disappointed!
On one of the days I was shooting buzzards and took one shot of a different what I thought
was a buzzard and then focused back on a different bird. When I put the images on my computer I realised that that one image was not a buzzard. So I looked at my trusted book and
also on the RSPB website to identify the markings, and came to the conclusion that the bird
was either a female sparrowhawk or a female or juvenile goshawk.
Excitedly I sent the picture to another club member who wondered if it was a hen harrier.
The bird was almost the same size, maybe marginally smaller than a buzzard and was soaring on the thermals. It was taken quite near a coppice where pheasants are raised. So I put
the image on Facebook including Worcester Wildlife page and most people thought it was a
sparrowhawk. But the behaviour was different from a sparrowhawk and in my opinion it
was much bigger. So I sent the image to a friend of mine who is an Emeritus Professor in
Animals Studies and he quickly responded that it is indeed a goshawk. Sadly it was the only
image I took, and unfortunately a little soft, but I captured it and experienced seeing this
wonderful bird in its natural habitat!
I have tried to find her again, but sadly she is illusive
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From Mike Horn - Happenings in Porthcawl!
For one weekend every year in late September, the small unassuming seaside town of
Porthcawl in south Wales is full of
impersonators and fans.

Yes it’s mad but true!
From the big professional tribute acts in the pavilion to the local guy sitting in the corner of
the pub the entire town is taken over by Elvis mania.
People arrive from all over the world - it is an extraordinary scene, full of life and colour.
It is an ideal event for Photographers - especially if the sun is shining of course!
Fingers crossed it isn’t cancelled this year
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Firstly to Jenny Rees Mann - She has had 2 images accepted for the
Cheltenham Salon - a lovely surprise as she had forgotten she had even
entered!!!

PAGB GOLD MEDAL: Bomber by Alan Tyrer
PAGB SILVER MEDAL: Poems for Girls by Judith Kimber LIPF, DPAGB/av
PAGB BRONZE MEDAL: It Stood by John Holt ARPS, DPAGB, BPE5.

ALASTAIR'S MEDAL: The Corruption of Innocence by Liam Haines
MIKE'S MEDAL: Lifeline by Malcolm & Jenny Gee
PAGB RIBBONS
PAGB RIBBON: A Mother's Story by Linda Gibbs MPAGV AV-AFIAP
PAGB RIBBON: The Legend of Bad Eddie by Raymond Hughes
PAGB RIBBON: The Gallery by Ian Bateman FRPS, MPAGB, AV-AFIAP
PAGB GOLD MEDAL: Ebb and Flow by Stephen Lee
PAGB BRONZE: Cold Days on Cannock Chase by Harry Hunt ARPS
SPS SILVER MEDALS (Judges)
RICHARD'S MEDAL: Whispers Linger by Malcolm Imhoff FRPS, FACI(M)
ALASTAIR'S MEDAL: Visions of Africa by Lisa Bukalder
MIKE'S MEDAL: Serenity by Brian Harvey

PAGB Sound ribbon: Poems for Girls by Judith Kimber LIPF, DPAGB/av
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Nature Photography comments from Brian Eacock I love to go out in the countryside and see what photos I come home with. Sometimes I have
planned to take shots of birds but occasionally the unexpected shot is a great success, the
female southern hawker on a bullrush. This is much more satisfying when you get home and
download the card. It is even more satisfying if the judge feels the same about your entry into
the competition.
But when I see a shot in the competition which I am sure has been taken by having a “staged”
nature event, as opposed to a natural event I get a little agitated. I know that you can go to
various days out where they have birds of prey who have been trained to swoop at a given time
so that the photographers can capture the shots. I have often sat waiting in the woods for
hours in the hope of seeing the owl, buzzard or sparrowhawk.
With the upsurge of interest in photography in the last decade I think it is fair to say that a
large percentage has been in the Natural History bracket probably because it is a subject that
is accessible to everybody. Consequently I think the top judges would agree that the standards
are probably improving more in the Natural History than any other subject.
I recently read that it is possible to photograph almost any wild animal or bird in what I would
call a “trapped” situation, hence the tremendous upsurge in photo tourism. For someone who
has the inclination to travel and the finances to fund these expeditions, anything is possible.
So who receives the credit for the shot? The person who spends weeks on end finding the
subject, setting up the hide and feeding station, or the paying punter who comes along, is told
where to sit, where to look and when to press the button?? I do realise what a tremendous
buzz one gets when capturing these beautiful creatures but who should get the credit? Even
the judges sometimes comment “I have seen that set up before?”.
In my mind this type of photography can never be compared with finding your own source of
material in its truly natural surroundings.
One of my pictures of a Kingfisher was taken on a small caravan site where we have stayed
many times, and know that the Kingfisher is often seen flying around the pools. However there
was no set-up, hide, or feeding station, just a lot of patience and satisfaction in getting the
shot.
One of the things I wonder about when a photographer is asked about the way they captured
the image, do they say “I drove to the site where a person met me, took me to the hide and
told me to set my camera ready for the bird which would appear on a specific perch at a
specific time” All they have to do is press the shutter. Easy.
Next page showcases a few of Brian’s Nature images:-
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Clive Haynes FRPS
As photographers we’re perhaps more fortunate than many people during this time of
‘lockdown’, ‘social distancing’ and associated restrictions.
We have a number of resources and facilities, for example we can trawl our
‘back-catalogue’ for useful and overlooked images, make a book, whether ‘hard copy’ or an
‘e-book’, contribute to image-sharing sites, contribute to a WCC e-book, make an AV or
experiment with photography within the confines of home and garden.
Something else to experiment with is the range of ‘apps’ one can obtain for portable
devices, ‘phones, tablets, etc. With this in mind I downloaded a kaleidoscope ‘app’,
KaleidaCam, and experimented with my iPad.
By way of example I deliberately restricted myself to views from our lounge window, in
particular, the general scene, our garden below and a tablecloth. We are fortunate to look
out across rooftops to the Worcester Cathedral and the hills beyond.
The accompanying images illustrate a few of the many intriguing results.
From a technical point of view, the files directly from the ‘app’ are a useable size, being
JPEGs at about 3MB (depending upon content) which translates to about 17mb as a
PSD file. This is OK for A4 prints and a little on the low side for A3. However, they can be
very easily be upsized/resampled in Photoshop or by using software such as Topaz
Gigapixel (see my piece about this on the Club website).
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I had a string of table top exercises for members to experiment with - there follows a selection of
photographs of the results of some of those.

I use a four-inch square frame from strong garden wire, then wrap pipe cleaners around the
wire, this helps to retain the soap solution.
Make a simple stand to old the wire firmly in position, dip the frame into soap solution, kiddies bubble solution is ideal and lasts ages.
Attach the wire frame to your stand and watch as the bubble stretched across the frame
changes.
You will need to experiment with light conditions and the angle from where you take your
images, practise makes perfect
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I always think it looks better if pencil patterns are arranged on either a mirror or black
shiny plastic.
Unbreakable Acrylic Mirrors and Black Acrylic sheets are available from Mr Amazon, I use
A3 sizes.
I make simple formers to position the pencils around, it is very difficult to do this without
formers, then I simply lift the former out of place.
The WCC example was dome by cutting out the letters in black card which is also available
from Amazon.
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NB: these are the subject for Martin’s next Digi Group Magazine so some useful ideas!
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If you're wilting a bit with working on the back catalogue and want something to take you
albeit virtually out of your home (even just for a few minutes at a time) why not take a look
at some of Zooniverse's new citizen science projects and see if you can contribute? They're
well set up with tutorials and it doesn't matter if you can't do some, there are lots of others
also working on them, so take a look! If these critter-related ones aren't your thing, take a
look at some of the other projects available - something for everyone!

In this project researchers need your help to identify elephant seals and fur seals in the
Southern Ocean so that they can learn more about their breeding and monitor their populations.
Learn more, and get involved at https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/cmfoley/seal-watch.

Here your task is to identify fish in paintings from the 16h, 17th, and 18th centuries so that
the researchers can better understand the biodiversity and commercial use of fish during
this time.
Learn more, and get involved at https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/anneoverduin/fishingin-the-past.

The research team from this project has distributed camera traps across the Mont-Blanc
Massif in France so that they can track the distributions of the species that live there, and
how their numbers change along with the seasons. They now need your help to identify the
various wildlife in their images.
Learn more, and get involved at https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/crea-mont-blanc/wildmont-blanc.

In this project researchers need your help to explore the biodiversity of Sweden's marine
habitats so that they can measure how climate change and human activities are affecting
these ecosystems.
Learn more, and get involved at https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/victorav/the-kosterseafloor-observatory.
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