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HELP WANTED
The
manages, maintains and configures our physical hardware (laptop, projector, sound equipment).
However, our club relies on more and more software, or web based apps:

Much of the above may once have been considered “nice-to-have”s, but now we cannot
imagine the club without them.

Our idea is to put together a
that can deal with any of the above.
This would be an informal group, and as such would not necessarily “own” any particular piece
of club functionality. There is also no intention of taking over anything that is currently working well and is supported. However we do feel it would be better for the club if the knowledge
and expertise was distributed more widely.
If you have the skills or knowledge to be involved (Windows 10, PC software in general, Joomla
(for web), social media apps, web based publishing), please get in touch with
(equipment@worcscc.uk) in the first instance.
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AV Competition results
The results for the club’s Annual AC Competition have arrived and Colin and I have decided
to inform all members of their results.
The judge, Alastair Taylor has been excellent throughout and has awarded points out of
twenty as I requested, to fall in line with all other club competitions.
He has also provided written appraisals for each sequence, these have now been sent to the
individual members with the request to keep their specific scores secret.
The reason we want this secrecy is because we want hold a special AV competition evening,
this will probably be held at the British Legion on the monthly AV night so as not to interfere with our normal Tuesday night programme.
I will arrange this in due course and will keep all club members informed of developments.
Alastair has agreed to come along if he possibly can for that evening, he has also offered to
come and entertain us at a Tuesday night meeting where he will show us some of his AVs
and allow the audience to judge and comment on them.
One of the main reasons he has offered to do this is because AVs are judged differently
from DPIs and Prints.

“I have to say that I found your score out of 20 a bit of a challenge as I am used to the
standard AV Community A, B, C system with pluses and minuses to bring a bit of
differentiation.
The usual approach at AV competitions is to score the first one you see as a B and then
score everything relative to that. It helps if the first one you see is a “middling sequence”
Given the enthusiasm for AV in WCC - I would be very happy to give a talk with some of my
sequences and get the audience to judge me.
The AV community is really good when it comes to taking on board feedback. It actually
makes for a very educational evening when you get the audience to judge together- the
debate is excellent.
I do understand that points matter to people although in AV it not just the photography that
matters so on that basis it can’t be compared with the standard DPI/Print competition which
is much more absolute.
I am not a great fan of standard club photography as I think it often brings out the worst in
people.”
There were twenty-three entries in the competition and the club was complimented for the
high standard of the work provided, it has been suggested to me that we should now encourage our AV producers to aim for national or even international competition.
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13. Maltesers
14. The Screever
15. Cube

1. Setas de Sevilla

16. Chihuly Glass

2. Droitwich

17. Kolmanskop

3. Woodlands Walk

18. Hokkaido

4. Pushing the Sliders

19. Poppies

5. Hyderabad

20. Oil Soap Water

6. Bat Chain Puller

21. New York

7. Swan Pavane

22. Full English Brexit

8. Cambridge City of Dreams

23. Aliens

9. Greyfriars
10. Born to Run

=======================================

11. Alhambra
12. Differential Geometry

AV Production
A few weeks ago, I suggested that members may like to attempt one-minute AVs, I know
that Martin, Dick and a few others have been busy doing so, why not join in the fun?
Currently we all have extra time on our hands so this a good period to encourage you to
sort out images to use in your very own audio visuals, most people start off on the AV ladder with family images, a special family members wedding or a memorable holiday but any
subject will do and you do not need oodles of images and they do not have to be competition quality images either.
I would particularly like to encourage members who have never before attempted to put
music or sound to images to have a bash.
There is a lot of activity on the web, can I suggest that you take a peep at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/180915026048642
Some of the country's top AV producers, including our very own Martin, are active on this
site on an almost daily basis, you will learn a lot from these people.
After discussing the possibility of opening up a YouTube page with Colin that is precisely
what I did, mine can be found at the AV News Facebook page.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdd8UO0rNFfsHXxcrcIhuLg?view_as=subscriber
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For members who do not have the appropriate software there is now a free piece of software
that will enable you to do this.
I was recently informed of a free piece of software called Minitool Movie Maker; I have
downloaded it but have not yet used it. Please copy & paste this into your Browser.
https://moviemakerminitool.com/
If it does what it says it does, then I think this might be useful for encouraging beginners or
non-AV workers
May I suggest that you download and experiment with it and if you do please supply the
group with feedback.
There are several members who are more than willing to help you, I certainly am, so please
get in touch with either me or another member of the AV group and ask for help.
If possible, please experiment with this free software and contribute to our one-minute AV
pool, especially new-comers to the hobby.
I promise that you will get great satisfaction from doing so, for ideas again look at the link
I have provided under AV Production.

Shortly before the Covid-19 lockdown, Jill and I spent 2 weeks in Cuba just being tourists.
Cuba has a fascinating history and is a classic example of how to and how to not create a
socialist state. As of April 2020, Cuba is still under a total trade embargo from the US and the
Cubans are suffering major product shortages because of that. A bit like Tescos in the UK
panic buying period a few weeks ago.
The American influence on Cuba is huge and is illustrated by the number of classic American
cars still on the road in Havana and other cities. In Havana, most of these cars are now used
as taxis and tourist transport, but the care and attention that is lavished on these cars by
their owners means that they just keep running.
The result is a living car museum and every day on the roads, you can see marques such as
Chevrolet, Buick, Dodge, Ford etc. Great cars and great fun. Mind you, the air quality with all
these ‘gas-guzzlers’ being driven around town left little to be desired!
The following pages show examples of these amazing vehicles!!
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The ISS orbits the Earth every 90 minutes at
a speed of 4.8 miles per second and at a
height of 220 miles. The path of its orbit
changes relative to the ground every few
months.
The next overhead pass for the UK starts on
the 23rd May and lasts for only a few
nights.
In order to photograph the ISS I use the excellent ‘ISS Detector’ app which is installed
on my iPhone & also on an iPad. There are
other apps available for both Apple &
Android devices. If you prefer you can also
access information from the web. These
apps give the exact time the ISS will appear
and its relative brightness.
To find out if it's a suitably clear night I use
the ‘Clear Outside’ app.
You don’t need sophisticated equipment to
photograph the ISS.
I use a Sony A7R3 full frame camera fitted
with a Laowa 15mm f2 wide angle lens
fixed to a sturdy tripod.
However, the fact is, almost any camera will
do and even a kit zoom lens will still enable
you to get quite remarkable results. If you
have a remote release all the better.
I set the camera to ISO 50 (or 100), the lens
aperture to f2.8 & both the camera & lens
set to manual mode.
I then prefocus the camera on a bright star
(or the moon if its up) about 15 minutes
before the ISS is set to appear. I then take a
few one minute test exposures of the night
sky and adjust ISO and aperture so the
starlit sky does not appear too dark or
indeed too bright. I personally prefer to
take a one minute ‘trail’ exposure and then
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quickly repeat with another 1 minute exposure. You can do more if you wish.
The ISS will appear as a very bright spot of
light on the western horizon which rapidly
gains altitude before disappearing towards
the eastern horizon.
Depending on whether it’s an overhead
pass or one at a lower angle the ISS will
move across the sky taking anything from
one to five minutes.
on time.
The ISS always arrives
If you have an obscured western horizon it
might be just a few seconds late until it
appears above any house & chimney tops.
Once back inside I load my images into
Photoshop. If I have more than one exposure in a single pass of ISS they are then
blended together. To do this, copy your
second exposure and paste it over the first
one. In the layers window change the blend
mode from ‘normal’ to ‘lighten’.
Any visible stars, planets or the moon will
appear as slight trails due to the Earth’s rotation about its axis.
Lastly, if you do manage to see the ISS on a
clear night towards the end of May look out
for the appearance of Comet Atlas & also
Comet Swan. Both should be visible in binoculars in the pre-dawn sky - look North
East just above the horizon.
Also a couple of more interesting
phenomena - Comet PanSTARRS makes its
closest approach to the northern pole star
(Polaris) on 1st May but may remain binocular visible for most of April & May. Also
there is a Comet Atlas Number 2 which is
also close to Polaris. This is a much fainter
comet and probably best viewed through a
moderate sized astronomical telescope.

The ISS photographed streaking almost
vertically upwards from the western
horizon. Taken in my back garden.

The ISS descending
towards the eastern
horizon.
Taken on Bewdley bridge.
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From
- the flowers from
his garden but he did manage a few IR
images locally before lockdown
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Les Bailey sent me this link to an on-line Photography magazine – some interesting images
– try it out!
https://preview.mailerlite.com/z9l3l8/1401304150335034788/f0g8/

This was sent to me by Richard Sarginson - nothing photographic hope it will raise SMILE!
It’s a good thing I have friends who have less to do than I do… Half of us are going to come

out of this quarantine as amazing cooks. The other half will come out with a drinking
problem.
I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like I'm
cracking a safe.
I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.
Still haven't decided where to go for Easter ----- The Living Room or The Bedroom
P.S: every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pyjamas will have you
believe all is well in the kingdom.
Homeschooling is going well. 2 students suspended for fighting and 1 teacher fired for
drinking on the job.
I don't think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we'd go from Standard Time
to the Twilight Zone
This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious she thought her cat
understood her. I came into my house, told my dog..... we laughed a lot.
Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant called THE KITCHEN. You have to gather all the
ingredients and make your own meal. I have no clue how this place is still in business.
My body has absorbed so much soap and disinfectant lately that when I pee it cleans
the toilet.
Day 5 of Homeschooling: One of these little monsters called in a bomb threat.
I'm so excited --- it's time to take out the garbage. What should I wear?
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I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to Puerto Backyarda. I'm getting tired of
Los Livingroom.
Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper seeks woman with hand sanitizer for
good clean fun.
Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said "I hope I don't have the same teacher next
year".... I'm offended.
Better 6 feet apart than 6 feet under!

I have memory on my camera, and absolutely loads on my computer hard drive, and ipad.
The trouble with all this memory is – I can’t remember what I am supposed to do with it. Are
you like me – reaching an age when you keep forgetting things? Things that I have been doing on a regular basis for many years have suddenly been erased from MY memory.
What was the name of the folder where I saved that photograph? My wife, June, keeps telling me to be logical with my saving - but I have my own way of doing things.
Then I spend hours trying to find the darn photo. Now what did I have to put in the search
area to find it, what did I call it, when did I take it? June knows when and where we have ever been on holidays, and the names of the towns and villages, and how to get there!! Just as
well because I cannot.
Then there are the mounted competition photos piled up everywhere, how can you be
logical about the way you pile them up. And then there are the photos I have entered in external competitions, how can I remember what I have entered in the past? June has even
made a spreadsheet but I never have the time to update it – so back to square one!
I like taking shots of birds but you need the latin names for them all. I have even written
them down for future reference – but where?
I go out for the day to take photos – but I forgot I had set the camera to manual when I last
used it with the colour balance set for flash - so all the wildlife photos I have just spent all
day taking are useless. Have I got the vibration reduction on or off? Every time I update my
camera there are more settings to remember. I have tried to encourage June to use it – then
she can remind me what all the knobs are for but she is happy snapping away with her Panasonic Lumix camera I bought for her birthday one year.
I bought a new printer so had to learn the different aspects of that. Then of course you need
to obtain the profiles from Permajet for all your different types of paper– now how do you go
about that – oh yes, there is somewhere on Youtube which shows a video of how to do it.
The inks are getting low –what did they say you had to do to fill them.
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Heaven help me when the maintenance tank becomes full!! I know I should have saved
that website to my “Favourites” bar………but I can’t remember which buttons to press.
Recently I changed my computer too as there was insufficient memory and it was very
slow, oh dear, here were go again! It all looks so different, even trying to send an email is a
nightmare for me. Every time I change or add anything I end up tearing my hair out.
Not having used the computer for 3 weeks when I was ill recently, I cannot believe how
much I have forgotten how to do, temporarily I hope.
I know people’s faces but often forget their names – until they jog my memory.
The same with all these memories, they come back to me, so it is not Alzheimer’s or
dementia, I am just having a senior moment.... yet again!
Need I say more? It is all very frustrating and will not get better as I edge slowly towards
82 years of age. Do I have anyone who both empathises and sympathises with me??
Go on, admit it!

Brian Eacock

ARPS DPAB

form society. With technology rapidly
advancing and photo manipulation tools
becoming easier to use, how do we trust
what we see?

Clive sent this item
The Age of the Image – Recommended
Viewing
‘The Age of the Image’ is a splendid series of

four documentary programmes available on
BBC iPlayer.
As photographers we’re naturally very much
part of the imaging-making process, so this
is a topic that we can all appreciate and understand. The programmes are impeccably
presented by art historian James Fox who
has
explores how the power of
transformed the modern world.
Here’s an excerpt from the information:
‘James Fox explores how technological advances in the early 20th century created new
ways of seeing the world, making links between artists, film-makers, photographers
and scientists. He continues to explore how
mass communication and new technology
helped 20th-century
-makers trans-

Join James Fox on his visual journey as he
considers the power of the image as it becomes more powerful and less trustworthy
than ever before’.
Paste link below into your browser
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0836
bjx
I hope you enjoy the series.
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We spend quite a lot of time discussing the best tips and software for conversion to mono,
but how often have you thought about the reverse?
offers you free online colourisation of your old bw photos, (higher resolution
better), and people rather than scenery (it can get a bit befuddled by complex scenes).
It doesn't guarantee actual colours, but aims for feasible ones.
I tried a couple that I thought would be quite challenging, one a Boys' Brigade reunion
photo and the other a photo I took incorporating a wedding picture of my parents:
here are the comparison pics downloaded from the site (you can also download just the
colour
version).

Please copy & paste the links below into your browser:
https://blog.myheritage.com/2020/03/myheritage-in-color-is-now-free-and-unlimited-for-one-month/

My Heritage is offering free use of its facility until April 23, normally available as part of its
subscription, particularly handy for family historians.
Read more here https://blog.myheritage.com/2020/02/colorize-your-black-and-whitephotos-automatically-with-myheritage-in-color/
Please note, if the free offer stops, you can sign up for a 14-day free trial and use the photo
facility but you will be asked for card details.
There is a range of apps on offer that colourise automatically, or you can of course, do it
yourself in PS or LR. Why not have a play?
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