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Well I never could have guessed that we
would be in almost total lockdown now a
few weeks ago when I took the hard decision
to close-down the weekly meetings.
What a crazy insane world we are living in at
the moment.
I am spending a lot of my time working with
our Clergy team to make sure that we are
getting out as much information as we can to
the congregation, either by delivering the
weekly sermons and readings or putting
useful information on our churches’ websites
and Facebook pages.
With such a fast moving situation it is
difficult to know if we will be able to hold an
AGM or even how we will do it so we will be
monitoring the situation - will let you know
as soon as we can.
I have heard that some people are using
Zoom to hold meetings like this, but I guess
with everyone going online from home then
speeds will decrease, and these apps will get
overloaded.
It is good to see that people are using our
Flickr Group and I urge you to do so that you
can keep in touch with other members.
Martin has sent around a request for photos
so that he can create an online book of
member’s photos, which I believe will be a
regular thing while we are in the current situation. Barrie is looking to see how he can
set challenges for the AV Group and how we
then can share those AVs.
On the positive side we had some wonderful
talks in the run up to the closure and once
again I would like to thank Gill Haynes for
her efforts in creating such a varied and
vibrant set of speakers.

We have also had some very good judges for
the competitions that have been held this
year. Of course, I am not biased in any way
that the Nature Competition Judge Paddy
Ruske gave me 20 for my image of a Water
Rail and 19 for a Wasp!!!!!

Water Rail

Barrie has collected all the AVs in for the AV
Competition and they have been sent to the
Judge for marking.
The Annual Club show is ON - see Front Page
of this Newsletter.
My Common Wasp
on Cornflower bud

When I get time I am
going to be trying to improve my macro photography in my garden, having got interested
in it last year.
So why not have a go at something different
yourself as there are many things that can be
achieved with photography in the house and
garden such as Still Life, Macro, Flowers,
Birds on the feeders, double exposures etc.
They may or may not give you competition
entries, but it will certainly help you improve
your skills so that when we are able to get
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back to normal your photography will be
even better.
Then of course you can go through your back
catalogue and create composites, build
Photo Books and AVs.
Finally, don’t forget the wealth of videos on
YouTube that will show you how to do almost anything on the taking and developing
your photos, specially expertise on using
Lightroom and Photoshop.
Don’t forget our resident experts, such as
Clive and Martin and the wealth of information they have on their websites
http://www.crhfoto.co.uk/ and

http://www.martinanddoreen.co.uk/index.ht
ml.
So, whilst this is a time of great sadness and
hardship for some there are plenty of things
that we can do to keep ourselves occupied
whilst improving our photography.
I hope that you all are able to stay safe and
that you can take care of yourselves and your
loved ones and I look forward to the time
when we can all meet again in either St
Stephen’s Hall or the British Legion.

Colin

Just a few of my favourite images from this year -
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You all know that both Martin & Clive have been working hard to keep us busy during
these strange times.
I thought I should include the details for the ‘programmes’ for both of the club’s subsidiary
Groups.
Both Clive & Martin plan to issue monthly ‘on-line’ publications using ISSUU – the page
turning magazine. I am including the details for the sizing and naming of your images –
see below:1. Sizing – is not critical but easiest to stick to our competition size – 1600 x1200.
2. Naming in this order – your Name, the number for the sequence and Title.

3. Ideally an ODD number of images works best – i.e 5, 7, 9,11 to fit on the double page
spread.
4. In Lightroom comments can be added for each image in the Comments box in the
Metadata section.
5. For a general Description send this as a separate text document.

Please send your images by:- Wesendit, Wetransfer or Dropbox to Martin at
digi-grp@worcscc.uk
By ‘popular request’ some of the subjects will be Themed – see below –

Martin’s PDF doc ion Making Panels in Lightroom can be downloaded from the Digital
Group page on the Club weebsite
NB: the link to March Digital Edition of the ISSUU Magazine is below -

https://issuu.com/martinanddoreen/docs/dpg_01_march_2020_v2
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Clive has made some suggestions in his e-mail on ideas we might like to consider while we
are ‘house bound’ here are a few them:Relief of less traffic, Worry about the local economy, Eating seasonal vegetables. Slower
pace of life, Depressing TV News programmes. Enjoying time to reassess older images.
Rediscovering books. Home-made soup. .... What Changes for the better? ..... all these and
more can be explored through the lens.
For the first Contemporary ISSUU magazine – please send your images by the
to:- c-grp@worcscc.uk via WeSendIt or WeTransfer.

There are some amazing photos from the competition - link below
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52007548

5

6

Congratulations to Nick Baldwin he had this great ‘Storm’ shot accepted into the VECC National
Exhibition
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There are several ways of sharing photographs and information while we are in this crisis,
via Photonews, the Flickr WCC site and Facebook and it is Facebook which I would like to
discuss in this article.
I resisted Facebook for many years; my impression (based on hearsay) was that it was full of
people posting pictures of their meals, dogs on skateboards, political views etc. Then I
decided to look for myself and found, yes, there were lots of people posting rubbish on
there, but by controlling who I saw content from, I could avoid them very easily.
I have been using it for about two years and all my ‘Friends’ are photographers who post
images. Anyone who starts to post what I consider to be things I do not want to see I delete
from my Friends list.
I currently have over 3000 photographs on the site and belong to quite a few sub groups,
such as Multiple Exposure, ICM, Minimalism, Creative Impressions etc and enjoy the
interaction with other photographers who are spread throughout every continent.
Looking at my list of Friends, there are over 20 members from the camera club who are
members; some post regularly, others less frequently or not at all in some cases.

8

Clive has been using Topaz Gigapixel AI for a while now.
He’s impressed with the way it allows a cropped area of an image to be considerably enlarged whilst retaining detail and quality.
The ‘upsampling’ is achieved through a form of ‘artificial intelligence’ (AI). It’s also possible
to ‘upsample’ the entire image to something very much larger, perhaps for a poster or a mural.
In his PDF article, he shows comparisons to the Photoshop, Image Size > Resample route,
which for many photographers is the traditional approach.
His article is on the Club website – front page – follow the link as the article can be downloaded from here: http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
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I received an e-mail from Michael telling me about his recent – pre-Lockdown trip to this
area.
He thought that when this is all over it could make an excellent trip for the camera club.
He said there is such a great variety of locations on the walk from the Norwegian Arts Centre via the barrage to the Penarth Portway Marina. Plus the walk in the opposite direction to
the Wetlands Reserve and the architecture of the Millenium Centre.
Fingers crossed we will at some point be able to get to this interesting location – in the
meantime have a look at Michael’s images.
The Link to Google maps is attached to get you orientated.
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.4536604,-3.1631852,15.07z?hl=en
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I hope to produce a Newsletter each month during our ‘confinement!
so a request to
if you have found an interesting
article on line you think would be of interest/help to other members tell me. If
you take a photograph that surprises you in any way - send them to me I will be pleased to ‘hear’ from you in any event!
Stay in touch, Stay Safe
Best wishes - Judy

I found this on line - thought
it might be useful!
I will attach the PDF to the
Newsletter e-mail –
hopefully!

Took this on the phone the other day - was
surprised how an ordinary subject could be
made to feel bit ‘spooky’ and more
interesting! - With a bit of help from
Snapseed!
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