WCC Photonews

I hope you are getting your entries
together!

Contemporary Group
Meeting this month on

inc refreshments. Bar also available.

Digital Group
Meeting this month on

£2 inc refreshments. Bar also available.
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Clive has sent the following information regarding the
next Contemporary Group Meeting.

‘I have an on-going interest in exploring the important balances of light and dark in images.
There is much emotional content and storytelling in the contrasts between light and dark.
Religion has a long history of focusing on light whilst having its fair share of dark places,
and dark experiences’.
These recent images are not just pictures of our Cathedral, but are my interpretation, my
views of the rich architecture, the mundane amidst the magnificent, the atmosphere, all
explored through the drama of light and dark.
At WCC CPG we look forward to sharing work that has the extra dimension of communicating thoughts and themes that are important to each of us'.
Contemporary Photography Group Coordinators
Tessa Mills and Clive Haynes.
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Two images from Tania March - the outside speaker.

Six Images from
Tessa’s theme of
‘Light in Dark
Places’
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Thursday evening’s AV group meeting was full of audience participation from start to finish.
It was a very enthusiastic group meeting with absolute beginners and more experienced members
all getting involved.
The club’s annual AV competition which is due to take place on March 24th, was our first topic, it
was announced that our judge this year is Alastair Taylor.
We discussed AV categories and running times per entrant.
It was suggested that members should simply be allowed a maximum of twelve minutes running
time this year.
This is an alternative to last year when members were allowed one open AV and one Photo Harmony AV each with a maximum of six minutes per AV.
Theoretically twelve one-minute AVs or one twelve-minute AV could be entered.
Running times will be required in early March to assist planning for the night.
The suggestion was unanimously accepted by the meeting so our members this year will have
much greater flexibility with their work.
A list of members who have already requested the twelve-minute allotted time was read out, please
be advised that a few additional places are available but we intend to operate on a first come, first
served basis.
Please let me know as soon as possible if you intend to participate as I need to get it finalised before our planned trip to Patagonia.
Your entries do not need to be completed before we leave.
However, I would like to collect entries in the first week of March as I need to get these to Alastair
in plenty of time for prejudging.
Martin has very kindly offered to chair the February meeting in our absence, thank you Martin for
your help.

Projection began with a PowerPoint presentation that I had prepared, it dealt with editing music
tracks by both shortening or lengthening them to specific lengths, it also dealt with fading in or
fading out specific music tracks.
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I demonstrated the various functions of the Sound Envelope in PictureToExe.

Screen grabs of various sources of music were shown and it was explained how
to record music.
Clive kindly supplied diagrams of controls in the free software Audacity and he
gave us a very comprehensive description of the program’s controls.

Recapping the Sound Envelope features followed with much audience
participation, everyone found this worthwhile.

5

I showed my Chihuahua Desert AV to conclude the PowerPoint session as it included many
of the features that we had discussed during the demonstration.
After the mid-interval, we kicked off with Peter’s latest thought provoker entitled
“Apostrophe”, a well-crafted and humorous opener to the evening’s member’s sequences.
Clive’s “Landscapes with a Memory” followed, a very detailed documentary about Orford
Ness, concerning its world war two involvement and the desolate coastal landscape.
Bob showed us his excellent “Shapes” newly produced AV, he proudly told us that all images
had been captured within twenty feet of his front door. Bob’s images were all square format,
members said this suited the subject matter.
Dick took us on a tour of “St Swithun’s Church” Worcester with another of his superbly
informative documentaries.
Richard brought along one of his earliest produced AVs for us to enjoy, this was put together
several years ago, it was entitled “Liverpool Old & New”.
Martin took us on an AV trip to “Hokkaido” to sample the beautiful snowy landscapes he experienced on a journey he made to Japan last year, a wonderful AV full to the brim with
excellent photography.
I concluded the members AV session with one of my recently worked sequences, this involved converting images into sketches by using a plugin, and that sequence was called
“Photos into Sketches”.

Barrie Glover
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Worcestershire Audio Visual Group, whose meeting room is in Wribbenhall Bewdley, extend a
warm invitation to all WCC members to spend the afternoon of Wednesday 5th of February with
Martin Addison - Martin will be dealing with Adobe Lightroom.
The meeting starts at 2.00pm but please try to get there at least fifteen minutes before we start.
WAVG are a keen group of AV devotees and they are a very friendly group of people;
it is guaranteed that they will make you feel very welcome.
There is a small charge to cover room rent and refreshments.
WAVG meet at The Wribbenhall Community centre, Shaw Hedge Road, Bewdley, Worcs, DY12
1EX
“Be there or be square “
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2 from Clive Haynes

8

What do about 40% of WCC members share as a common objective?
The answer is, they are all participating in the club's unique and forward-looking
Diploma Scheme.
Since its inception in February 2017, the scheme has encouraged and helped many members to get more out of their photography by working towards an achievable goal. With
a range of topics from General Photography to Specialised subjects such as Landscape,
Close-up, Travel, Nature, Portraiture, Architecture, Photo-Essay and Creative Photography,
the scheme offers some 27 different topics to select from.
The WCC Diploma Scheme is open to all members no matter what their level of ability.
The whole concept is to support learning about photography and gain the necessary
skills and confidence to express yourself. Along the way, our team of Advisors will help
you to learn at your own speed.
You can present your work as prints, PDIs, a photo-book or an AV.
Here are a few comments from people who have benefited from participating.....
"What a great innovation the club has made with the diploma scheme, I can't recommend
it highly enough. I cannot finish without praise for the mentoring. "
"Very much a novice, I immediately decided that I should enrol in the scheme. I contacted
the team and started to submit images for critique; this is where I really started to understand the quality and composition for successful images".
"The help and advice available both from the diploma team and that gleaned from attending the Thursday specialist meetings have been invaluable in me attaining my
diploma. Special thanks to Clive and Maddy for the advice and direction given. As my
knowledge and confidence develops I have no hesitation in moving on to a specialist
diploma and recommending other members to join the scheme".
"Through friendly advice the Club's Landscape Advisors explained the principles of composition and demonstrated how to use tonal management in order to bring pictures to
life and allow them to express a mood or a narrative. They also reviewed my work
offering kindly and constructive criticism.
It has been a very positive experience and I'd certainly recommend the Diploma route to
anyone wishing to improve their photography".
As a further spur, success is recognised and members are entitled to use the Club's Distinctions after their name, WGDP (General Diploma), WSDP (Specialised Diploma) and
WASDP (Advanced Specialised Diploma).
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Firstly, take a look at the Diploma overview on the WCC homepage
Link: http://wroc.k-hosting.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/wcc-diplomas
For detailed information about each Diploma and to register for the scheme, visit the
Members' Area of the Club's website, log on and via Club Activities > Diplomas, you will
find all the information you need.
Diplomas have been awarded and more are nearing completion.
The whole scheme is made possible by the enthusiastic support and dedication of our
team of Advisors who are always willing to help and support participants at every stage
of their photographic journey.
If you haven't yet considered a WCC Diploma, do think about the scheme as a very positive way of enjoying and improving your photography.
If you have any questions about the WCC Diploma, do contact me.
Clive Haynes FRPS
Diploma Scheme Coordinator.
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Still time to
ENTER !!!

From the Editor –
I received an e-mail from Nat Coalson – a Pro Photographer teacher &
Certified Adobe Expert.
He has opened a Gallery ‘Gallery Photiq’ in Leamington Spa – as he sounds
an interesting guy and Leamington not far away I am including the link to his
website –

The new Photiq website will see many updates over the coming
months
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