WCC Photonews

These two excellent and imaginative
photographers will present a series of fascinating
journeys. Both have visited Bhutan and explored
the inspirational Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao –
we will see their individual interpretation of their
experiences. Paul will also take us to a very special
Theatre in Barcelona and present his impressions
of New York and Rajasthan.

Contemporary Group
Meeting this month on

Digital Photography Group
Meeting this month on

inc refreshments. Bar also available.

£2 inc refreshments. Bar also availa-

ble.
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Another year ending, in fact another decade
ending.
We have certainly had some great and varied
talks during the first half of the season, from
Macro to Air-to-Air Acrobatics all things in
between.
We have had some great trips out but, unfortunately, some potential great trips that had
to be cancelled due to the inclement weather we have experienced in the last couple of
months.
We finished the year on a great high note
with a lovely relaxed social evening where
we ate well and were entertained by Anne
Burrows with her quiz and Barrie Glover with
members Avs, My thanks go out to all
those who worked hard behind the scenes to
make it such a great night, including Jackie
Evans, Val Dawson, Alan Yates and his technical team and Anne and Barrie already
mentioned. I apologise if I have missed anyone off the list.
We also finished the year with Martin Addison’s annual round up of our Favourite
images. Those that we like for whatever
reason rather than ones entered for a competition. We saw a fantastic array of images
covering so many genres from so many people and it is great that, as a club, we have so
many good photographers who can produce
such brilliant images.
Talking of background support Alan Yates
has more than done his stint as
We will therefore need to get
someone else in to take over this role. If you
have an interest in working behind the
scenes in the club then do please have a
word with me, or better still Alan who can
tell more about the role.
We also still do not have an External
Competitions Co-ordinator so if you have an
interest in entering competitions why not

have a go at this role. It is not too onerous a
role and you would be helping to promote
the club. If you would like further information on this role please speak to Judy
Knights who has performed this role or
myself.
I hope that you can get some photography
done during the holiday break. We all get
surprising opportunities and only this afternoon while I was working in the kitchen (yes,
I do some work in there!)
I saw a Sparrowhawk come down to see
what was on the lunch menu. Luckily the
other small birds were aware of its presence
and it went away without partaking of our
local food supply. I shot upstairs and
grabbed the camera and got these 2 shots
through the kitchen window before it left.

I look forward to meeting up with you all
again in the New Year and in the meantime
I would like to wish you all a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year and hope that next
year is the year when you are able to capture
some outstanding images that make you
proud.

:Don’t forget our Mentoring and Diploma
Schemes these are designed to help you
improve your photography.
Details on the Website.
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All of the sequences shown this year were new, and previously unseen at the club.
Colin’s knitted nativity entitled “The Christmas Story” was first up, containing some superb macro photography it contained traditional Christmas carols interspersed with bleating
sheep, braying donkeys and a few camels making strange camel noises.
Eric followed with his “Merry Little Christmas”, again beautiful traditional carols but these
were interrupted by Gremlins that had to be dealt with by the use of Eric’s unique
anti-virus spray.
After Eric’s speaker and video reconnection normal service was resumed.
Ruth’s “Hail Smiling Morn” took us to pub sing along in the wilds of God’s own county, Yorkshire. This sequence contained some wonderful early morning photography, thanks Ruth.
Heather’s “Poppies” followed; this was the first AV that Heather had attempted and it was
very well received by the audience, well done Heather, more to follow we hope!
Barrie took us on a journey to the pastoral regions of America with his digitally altered
Barns, Cabins and Churches collection. All of the images had been significantly reworked
using Photoshop plug-ins and blend modes which had transformed them into line drawings,
the sequence was entitled “Pastel Sketches”.
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Bob’s tongue in cheek look at the relationship between the UK and France
“Le Mer”, added a great sense of humour to the evening and it was very well received.
Martin’s magnificent photography came to the fore in his “Hokkaido” presentation, and as
always Martin’s photographic portrayal of his visits to far off lands was superb and very
much appreciated by the audience.
The presentation concluded with a Christmas card recycling exercise which ended with a
seasonal snow fall, this was called “The Post of Christmas Past”, with apologies to
Mr Charles Dickens.
Sincere thanks to all who contributed, several who spoke to me after said how much they
had enjoyed the session and were impressed by the quality and variety of work shown.
All present were invited to come along to future AV group meetings whether or not they
intend to produce AVs.
Our once monthly gatherings at the British Legion are always entertaining, educational and
very friendly.
Please come along to “See what we are made of”, and judge for yourself.
Barrie

During the last AV Group meeting Clive took a photo of members enjoying his
3D AV 'It's 3D World'
For anyone wishing to know how to make 3D anaglyph images using any camera,
his website has details:
http://www.crhfoto.co.uk/crh/3d/3d_levels_method/3d_levels_method_01.html
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Jeff Steady has had success with his lovely shot of
‘Boxing Hares’.
It was printed in the journal of ‘Plantlife International’
with the following comment - This was my favourite
picture of the year (thanks Jeff Steady) so I thought
I'd use it as an opportunity for Species in the
Spotlight
Congratulations Jeff!

Two of his Nature images were accepted into the
Frome Salon.
The lovely ‘Great Crested Grebes Reed Dance’ were
awarded
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The Midland Counties MidPhot Exhibition
2020
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SELECTORS for the different categories:
General Prints, General Projected Images

Sue Wilson DPAGB
Dave Bowen MPAGB EFIAP FBPE
Duncan S K Hill MPAGB EFIAP/P BPE 5*
Nature Prints & Nature Projected Image

Howard Tate MA ARPS AFIAP APAGB
Ian Whiston DPAGB EFIAP/s ABPE
Roger Evans MPAGB FBPE EFIAP

Entry to MidPhot for PDI’s can now be made by individual members.
It is very straightforward and is similar to the Club’s own on-line
Competition system.
The Entry fee is 75p per PDI or Print entered
Print entries can still be made on-line but a copy of the Entry form must
accompany the actual Print.

Full entry details can be found on the MCPF website - see below

Links to the on-line entry system can be found on the MidPhot pages of the
MCPF website
www.mcpf.co.uk
Please do have a go at entering this competition - it is always a boost to
morale to have work accepted into this Exhibition.
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IT IS NOT IF, BUT WHEN!
A cautionary tale from Maddy
How often are we told this? But, do we really take notice? Of course, I am talking about hard drives failing. We have had lectures from Dave Dewson (when he was a member) and more recently from
Eric Williams, but somehow, we just don’t take on board that it might happen to us.
I have fallen foul to this just recently and thought I would share my experience with you.
I am a Mac user and have a pretty powerful iMac, but have traditionally kept my images on external hard
drives. I had two main drives for my pictures, one a 3TB hard drive full at the end of 2018 and more
recently my 6TB hard drive, just started at the beginning of 2019. The 3TB hard drive had all my Camera
Club work from the day I joined our club in 2010 and numerous family holiday and family snaps before
that, including some family history images. I use both Lightroom and Photoshop using the monthly Adobe
Creative Cloud plan.
I always use a card reader or when using SD cards slot them directly into the back of the iMac and transfer
my images using Lightroom to direct them to the external hard drive. I thought it was okay, because I also
import the images onto a different backup drive, just in case the worst happens. What I didn’t realise is
that the backups are just the RAW file without any of the post production. And of course, you guessed it
that 3 TB hard drive failed! I noticed things getting slower, but I got no warning bells I was about to have
a failure until it happened. I tried a few times to remount the hard drive without any success, and my
younger son offered to help as did Eric. But feeling an increasing sense of impending doom, I decided to
Google the price of data retrieval and came across a local company in Droitwich called
WORCESTER IT SERVICES.
I emailed them after 10pm that night and got a very helpful response almost immediately advising me to
turn the hard drive off and disconnect as every time I am using the computer the hard drive is attempting
to mount and likely to damage itself further.
I had a worrying night’s sleep only to be woken in the morning by a phone call from Worcester IT Services,
and chatted to a friendly chap, the owner of the company by the name of Ed Jones. I made the on the spot
decision to get him to attempt the data retrieval. He visits his clients and he did that promptly later that
day. He gave me a quote for the retrieval, that although expensive at £445, I really had no choice.
We discussed better ways to store images (or valuable data) and recommended a NAS Raid system, which is
what both Dave and Eric had said years ago! But, like many of us I was trying to cost cut and thought my
system was safe.
So Ed looked with me at Amazon and pointed out the best system for me, which was a Synology 4 bay system at £351.83:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B075D98BF8/?coliid=ITTUYAFFO1HSL&colid=AXSOFMO62I7&psc=1&ref_=l
v_ov_lig_dp_it
I bought 4 6TB hard drives at £199.99 each:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00LO3KR96/?coliid=IT8WF39UYS1H4&colid=AXSOFMO62I7&psc=1&ref_=l
v_ov_lig_dp_it
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Incidentally, he does not recommend Seagate (Porche) hard drives as he says they fail more frequently. He
recommended WD (above) or Toshiba
(https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B01MR6Y1EP/?coliid=IVKZD4LTZS9IJ&colid=AXSOFMO62I7&psc=1&ref_=lv
_ov_lig_dp_it)
I quickly heard that 99% of the data had been saved despite the hard drive showing quite a number of
degraded areas or weak sectors and splatters. It took about a week for him to retrieve the data and put it on
the new Raid system. He came over and set it all up and it works perfectly without any evidence of lost files.
Yes, it was a big cost and I would have done better getting a Raid system initially. So my advice to you all is
to do that before it happens to you. I would also like to recommend Ed’s service to you all.
He is not that au fait with iMacs, but then Apple are pretty fantastic at that anyway!
His service and speed of response was exceptional!
Maddy Pennock - November 2019
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