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Mentoring – How to Navigate the Website
We offer a mentoring programme for our members. Club members volunteer to help other members in a variety of
subjects. Mentoring is very useful for new club members but also can be valuable for more established members
get to grips with something they have avoided!
How to ask for mentoring
Go to the members’ side of the website and click on CLUB ACTIVITIES and the dropdown box will bring you to
MENTORING.

There is a choice of REQUESTS or OFFERS. Choose REQUESTS. Offers is for members offering to be a mentor. This will bring you to a page with a dropdown box of categories. These include:
Basic Camera Craft
Buying Photographic Equipment
Guidance with a particular Genre
Introduction to Photographic Software
Personal Critique of Images
Presentation of Images
History of Photography
Each of these boxes has further dropdown boxes. For example, if you want help with your particular camera, you
would go to BASIC CAMERA CRAFT, then you will select your make of camera from the list (which is not comprehensive), you then put in your model of camera. There is also a box where you can write more information
and/or if you have a make of camera not listed. The list is compiled from what subjects our members are prepared
to offer to mentor.
You might particularly be interested in working towards an WCC Diploma, RPS, PAGB distinction. This particular option is under PERSONAL CRITIQUE OF IMAGES.
If you are interested in learning about Introduction to Photographic Software, then choose Photoshop and/or Lightroom or Photoshop Elements.
Please look at the other categories.

As soon as I get your request, I will chat to an appropriate mentor and then with their agreement give you their
contact details. It is the UP TO YOU to make contact and arrange a mutual time and place to meet.
Maddy Pennock 2019
Mentoring Coordinator
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Adobe Creative Cloud – What is it?
I presented this article at the Digital group meeting on November 26th 2019 and is included
here for those who couldn’t attend the meeting.
It is my intention to do a live build of an Adobe Portfolio website (to display work) at a Digital
meeting in the near future.
Adobe Creative Cloud is a collection of 21 individual applications produced and supported by
Adobe. Some of these applications are grouped in Plans and aimed at specific markets such
as video editing, website production and, of course, photographers.
One thing these applications have in common is that they are part of the Adobe subscription
service whereby you never own the applications but you buy a licence to use them.
The upside to this service is that you are entitled to all the updates for your licenced applications and will not be asked to re-purchase an application when it is superceded by a later release.
The downside is that you will never own the application and you would not, for instance, be
allowed to sell an application that you no longer use.
The subscription service model is becoming more popular with software vendors and allows
them to have more control of the applications’ usage. Microsoft, for instance, has a
subscription Office 365 service for email, word processing, spreadsheets, presentations etc.
When it comes to installing and using Creative Cloud applications, there are things to
consider:
You can install Creative Cloud applications on multiple computers, regardless of
operating system.
You can activate Creative Cloud on up to two computers.
- You can use the software on one computer at a time.
While Adobe cannot monitor all usage for all users, customers do have to sign up to Adobe’s
service T&Cs which do specify these usage restrictions.
So, let’s have a look at the components and options for the Plan that most of us are interested
in:
There are 2 Photography Plans (20 GigaByte & 1 TeraByte of cloud storage) and each Plan
contains:
Photoshop, Lightroom Classic (for desktops), Lightroom (for tablets), Adobe Spark (graphics
& web page development) and Adobe Portfolio (website development).
As of October7th 2019 the cost of the 20GB Photography plan is £9.98 pm and the 1TB plan is
£19.97 pm.
For comparison purposes, 20GB will hold 400 Raw images or 4000 JPGs. 1TB will hold 20,000
Raw images or 200,000JPGs.
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If you are unsure about the using Adobe Cloud storage, then you’re welcome to come and
have a chat with me.
As well as the
, there is a Lightroom Plan that consists of Lightroom
(nonClassic), Adobe Spark, Adobe Portfolio and 1 TB of cloud storage. This Plan is aimed at the
tablet market where Lightroom editing is done on the tablet and the images, whether Raw
or
JPG, are held in Cloud storage. This Plan costs £9.98 pm.
.
While I haven’t seen any benefit from using Adobe Spark, I am enjoying
I have built a website using Adobe templates so there’s no coding, just dragging and dropping
images and AVs into a nice looking site. There’s some typing to do, such as naming images if
you want to show titles, but the main premise is simplicity for the end user.
If you are interested, have a look at my Portfolio site, www.ericwilliams.myportfolio.com and
see whether or not you’d find Portfolio useful to display your work. There is no additional
cost,
as long as you are a Photography or Lightroom Plan customer.

We need your help this autumn to clean and catalogue the 50 year archive
left by a Mr Wheeler inside his market gardening 'ovel, which includes everything from produce labels to waterproofs, tools, seed packets and cocoa
tins. To get things started, the Market Gardening Heritage project is running a session in Cleeve Prior on Friday 15th November from 10.30-12.30.
Further dates will be arranged as a group to sort, clean, photograph and
catalogue the archive.
A training session by Worcestershire Archives' conservator will also take
place in early December (date tbc)
Interested? Get in touch with Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service:
01905 766352 | explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk

4

He recently had 4 accepted into the ‘The Beyond Group’ Exhibition’. This is excellent news
as it is not an easy Exhibition to get into.
‘Zabriski Point’ we have seen but the other three are new images – all great to see.

Storm Brewing over Zabriski Point

Sea Stacks

A Load on her Shoulder

Giant Tortoises mating

There are still 3 places available for the Autumn Residential Weekend being held at Margam Discovery Centre, Port Talbot. The weekend take place later this month on 18th – 21st October, therefore if
you wish to attend please get in touch with the organizer (James Foad) as soon as possible.
Full details can be found on the RPS website using the following
link http://rps.org/events/2019/october/18/rps-nature-group-autumn-residential-weekend
James Foad LRPS
Event Organiser
jamesfoadlrps@inbox.com
07834 810430
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PAGB Awards for Photographic Merit
Alan Lovatt and Christine Lovatt

PAGB Awards for Photographic Merit
Advisory Workshops
Saturday 2nd November & Sunday 3rd November 2019 at
The Old Schoolhouse, Churchbridge, Oldbury B69 2AS.
Two one-day workshops are being held at the Smethwick Photographic Society meeting
rooms. These workshops are intended for anyone who is considering applying for, or has
been accepted for an Adjudication for one of the PAGB Awards for Photographic Merit in
either Print or PDI.
The aim of the workshops is to provide an introduction to the requirements and standards
of work expected and participants will have an opportunity to have a sample of their work
viewed by experienced adjudicators and receive feedback to inform them if their work is
suitable to pursue an APM and which level may be appropriate.
The MCPF will be hosting the APM Adjudications in April 2020 and this may be a suitable
workshop for anyone intending to submit an application for that event.
The cost for attending one of these workshops is £15 for those bringing images for advice
and £10 for observers.
There is a maximum of 30 places available for participants on each day. Tickets for
participants will be allocated on a first-come basis and bookings will not be confirmed until
the monies are received.
Tickets are now available on the MCPF website (Event Tickets)
For further details and any enquiries please contact Alan Lovatt at
apmsecretary@mcpf.co.uk or telephone 01538 754060.
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