WCC Photonews

Chairman’s New Season Briefing
We have a wonderful variety of
talks and competitions ahead of
us in the coming months – many
thanks to Gill Haynes for arranging our new programme.
I hope that you have all had a
great summer break and have
been able to get out and about
taking photos.
For those of us in the Digital
Group Martin Addison made it
more interesting for us by setting
us a challenge to shoot 10 images
from 10 different genres. I have 2
left to get and am really looking
forward to seeing what the others
have captured.
I know that a lot of you have been
concerned about the potential
lack of competitions this year -

Contemporary Group
We meet this month on

hopefully we are on our way to
resolving that issue.
We now have 2 members potentially interested in the role(s). We
have taken steps to make the
role(s) easier to manage. I say
role(s) as we are considering
splitting the post into 2 - for example one doing PDIs and Annual
Show and one doing Prints and
Nature. Possibly the two people
concerned may wish to work it
through in another way. In the
meantime Duncan Locke has
agreed to run the first competition so get those images ready for
the hand in when it opens.
Secondly we are now investigating an online photo entry system
that will ease the burden of sorting the images and creating lists.

AV Group
Meeting this month on

at the

to share with
the rest of the group.
inc refreshments. Bar also available.

inc refreshments. Bar also available.
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The Committee are first going to
trial it then, if successful, we will
roll it out to the Club as soon as
we can. The system will only allow you to enter an image that
complies with our rules for PDIs.
We will also use it for Prints as
do Droitwich Club, this will allow
us to automatically gather the
member names and titles of the
images so the Secretary will not
have to type in all the data. I will
update you on progress as soon as
I can, if we decide to move to it,
we will arrange a demonstration
session.
The Committee hope you will
welcome these innovations and
help to make the 2019/20 Season
Memorable..

TUESDAYS

Ralph Duckett
MPAGB APAGB EEIAP

A welcome return for Bob - this time talking about
Macro photography.

Ralph will be presenting a Print talk.
Macro work is a fascinating field of photography

As an expert in darkroom printing Ralph has em-

which can however seem very baffling and very

braced Digital Capture & Printing wholeheartedly.

expensive !

He is a prolific photographer whose first love is

Bob comments 'My task this evening is to try and

Landscapes but his work covers a wide range of

dispel both of these concerns and to get you to

subjects & techniques.

realise just how easy and fun it is and can be'.

Miss Independant

Please make the following change to your
Programme:with

Two great Macro Images from
Bob - we are in for a fascinating evening!
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- replace Sue Berry
DPAGB - will present ‘A Passion for Printing’

COULD YOU BE A MENTOR?
Every year we have new enthusiastic members who would appreciate a little help along their
journey of photographic discovery! We also have existing members who would like to improve
their photography particularly in a specific direction.
Could you be a mentor?
You don’t have to be an expert, just a willingness to help others on their journey!
If you don’t know the answers
being a mentor helps you find them and improve your own skills!
As I often say, we are all on
a journey, just some of us are further along the conveyer belt than others! The offshoot is that
this is how friendships begin, and we pride ourselves on being a friendly club! Mentoring is
informal. The time, place and frequency is decided upon by both learner and mentor.
What we offer our members depends on what existing members offer.

At present we have the following Mentoring Categories:
Basic Camera Craft – depending on make and model of camera.
Buying Photographic Equipment – advice for the beginner
Guidance with a Particular Genre – Please look at the long list offered on our website
Personal Critique of Images – from Basic advice to RPS & PAGB distinctions, including our
own internal Diploma Scheme.
Presentation Skills – mount cutting, preparation of PDIs for competitions and exhibitions.
Theory of Photography – understanding the rules and when to break them!
Please have a look at the Members side of the website and if you would like to help, please
put yourself down under the OFFERS side of Mentoring.
If you would like a further chat
before committing yourself, please chat to Maddy at the club.
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The club's display at the Worcester Show on Sunday, 11th August certainly attracted a lot of attention and
interest.
The constant stream of visitors were fascinated by the wide range of members prints whilst upon a large
screen TV, the constantly changing set of images included many club activities.
One purpose of our club's involvement with the Worcester Show is to showcase what we offer as part of
the vibrant artistic community in the city. We certainly generated plenty of interest and who knows many
may wish to take their photography to another level. We are ready to welcome them.
Many thanks to Eric and the team of volunteers who ensured the event was a success.

On page 4 - Anne Burrows
would like to correct the
statement that ‘she had donated the ‘Best in show’ trophy.
This trophy was in fact given
by the Show committee to
commemorate the work done
by John over many years.

4

Derek Skinner kindly organised the trip – August 15th found a small group of members meeting up in an
easily found car park! Luckily the weather was kind as the days before and after were foul!
The group went their various ways with instructions from Colin who had a car full to be back at the car
park by 3.30pm!
Ludlow is an interesting Geogian town with lovely old buildings plus a wonderful Medieval Castle it also
has a daily market so there was plenty to photograph. I hope the selection of images from the members
will give a flavour of the place and do it justice as we all really enjoyed our day there.

Colin spent time in the church with his tripod - using HDR he
captured great details of the wonderful roof. He also found
Ludlow to be a ‘foodie’ town!

Derek went to the Castle then
found some interesting memorials in the Church.
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Further
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of my ‘mirrorless’ camera, wait for the second moment of
decision decision an ‘click’ - got it!

During the meeting of the Digital Group this month, I
gave a presentation about in-camera multiple-exposure
methods whilst Martin showed how to achieve similar
results using Photoshop. However, for some, the question remains, ‘why do it anyway?’
The wish to make complex images formed from two or
any number of coalescing images can, of course, be as
various as the pictures themselves. Sometimes pure experimentation or the need to create an ‘effect’ can be the
driving force. Other motivations can include those of
fine-art and personal expression.
Although I have made multi-layered images using Photoshop, my preference is for making such pictures in-themoment, in-camera, where the alluring combination of
spontaneity and serendipity play substantial roles.
As with many wayward and unpredictable techniques,
the more one practices the more fortunate one becomes.
If your camera has the facility (and after all, you’ve already paid for it), why not give it a go? And, anyway,
who’s going to see all those images that don’t work out?
Often I find the mood or connection with a scene is extended and enhanced by a second or third exposure on
the same ‘frame’ - it’s rather like not winding the film on
in the old days! The second exposure could be the same
scene from a different angle, something appropriately
different, or, perhaps, an overlay of texture.
To illustrate this, here are a couple of examples. The
waves thundering into the wall of the Promenade at
Cromer a few weeks ago proved the subject for this

image.
The ‘straight shot’ was merely a record of what was in
front of my eyes, but the second shot added as 180º incamera ‘flip’ provided the sensation of ‘being there’, emphasising the powerful surge of the sea. It was all a
matter of timing. Get the first shot right, then with the
first shot overlay appearing in the electronic viewfinder
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My second example, 'Stormfront' combines the first shot,
showing the sparkling waters of Mawddach Estuary with
the second shot of the clouds far above. By eye, looking
in the camera viewfinder, the two scenes were aligned,
then, 'click', and the result: magic! The combined image

considerably heightened the drama and conveyed a better sensation of mood.
My other two examples are 'Descent' and 'Passageway'.

The recently concluded mens
Cricket World cup competition,
which the England team won and
the England ladies team who won
their similar competition in 2017
were and are being celebrated by
the Royal Mail.
The first part was to paint, in
competition blue, just ten of their
post boxes, out of 115,000 in the
UK, in towns where matches were
being played in the mens event,
with brief local cricketing data
across the chosen boxes.

with the same blue post boxes
being repainted to white and
gold, with a couple of further
venue boxes, used by the ladies.
This time the message was the
same on all chosen boxes, with
the odd layout change, due to the
different size of the said post box.
The white box is the same
Nottingham blue box, in
celebratory white and gold mode,
outside the, apparently,

The blue box here is located in
Nottingham city centre and was
in this, blue and white, colour for
about 6-7 weeks. Front and back
photos.

The white paint is supposed to
last just three months when
things revert back to the normal
red, but a gold metal plaque will
be fitted and is supposed to be a
permanent reminder of our
cricketing success.

ol

Once the
gents had
won their
competiti
on the
Royal Mail decided very quickly to
celebrate that win and the ladies
winning their version in 2017, by
painting fourteen boxes, starting

The rain soaked gold plaque
shows the wording used by this
time on a more local box, in New
St, Birmingham.

dest pub in Nottingham
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there will be an exhibition at The Hive in Worcester (1st Floor, Archive Section, WR1 3PD) entitled "The History and Restoration of 31 High
Street, Droitwich Spa". Using architect's plans and drawings, photographs of the restoration work in progress, together with documentary evidence, this exhibition captures the
story of 31 - 35 High Street which was originally an open hall house with parts dated
back to 1340.
Exhibition open whenever The Hive is open to the public.
On Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September between 10am and 1pm there will be a
unique opportunity to see the inside of Priory House in Friar Street, Droitwich. The opening of this magnificent building is being organised in association with the Droitwich Preservation Trust, Droitwich Spa Civic Society, Droitwich History and Archaeology Society,
and the building's tenants as part of this year's Heritage Week.
I hope one or both of these events may be of interest to you.
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Club Membership
Our new club year starts on September 3rd when as you all know your Subs fall due for the 2019/2020 year.
Our esteemed Treasurer says that if we pay by 10 September we will get a small discount!!!
The Rates will be:● Standard Membership
- £50 (£48 if paid early)
● Joint Membership
- £70
● Junior & Student Membership - £16
● Junior & Associate Guardian Membership - £30
Payment can be made through the Membership Area of the club Website – preferable or by cheque

WCC Flickr
31 members are currently sharing their images and feedback on Flickr. Do join in! (G+ will be closing down soon.) Information on
joining Flickr is at the end of this

and the Quick Start guide on how to post to the Flickr Group

(download and keep for reference if you wish).
Please remember that you are kindly asked to

(Viewing privacy = you only) when uploading for the WCC

group. If you wish to share the picture publicly, please upload a second, public copy.

I did manage to get out for a couple of trips, one of which
was to Wells where we went in to the Bishop’s Palace.
We were lucky enough to see the swans, including the latest cygnet, who has learnt how to pull a rope to ring the
bell to get food.
A great little party trick that certainly brings in the crowds.
Clever swans.!!!
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