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Club Programme
You have this week off! Why not make the most of the time and get ready to hit the
ground running in the new season!

For those who haven’t yet entered any club

competitions, why not take a few minutes to choose a set of PDIs ready
to enter or have a go at printing?
Don’t forget to add to your Diploma portfolio! Contact your assigned
assessor(s) for support when you wish.
Finally, do send Karen & me some headers for the new season’s Photonews and website.
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Club Phototrips
Last Tuesday 22nd a slightly depleted group met in Droitwich Spa for the Sacred Heart
tour and photo trip followed by refreshments at Ruth & Stewart’s. Our best wishes go to
those members who couldn’t make it due to illness and we wish them a speedy recovery.
David Holden gave us an introduction to the history and art of the church and and
remained available for questions while the group was let loose with their tripods.
We hope to put out a small e-book as has become the tradition - this is your reminder to
send me the pictures, folks! (Some are already on the closed G+ group if you would like
to take a sneak peek.)
Whilst the amazing mosaics are always very much the highlight for the first-time visitor in
particular, there is lots of interest to see, including some wonderful sculptures, and the
church still has the original drawings/paintings for the mosaics, which are a work of art in
themselves. For anyone who would like
to visit, the church is open in daylight
hours; take £1 for the lighting meter (20
mins).
Do take a look at the club website to see
the latest photo-trips on offer - there’s a a
new one this week for owl fans.
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Galaxy S7 phone pics, R Bourne

A few phone snaps and one with the Gear 360.
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Three Bridges
Les Bailey LRPS writes with images of three bridges: Ironbridge, Clifton suspension bridge and the Second Severn Crossing.
Ironbridge:
The world's first iron bridge was erected over the River Severn in Shropshire in 1779. This pioneering single-span cast-iron structure was
a turning point in British design and engineering; after it was built, cast iron came to be widely used in bridges, aqueducts and buildings.

Shrewsbury architect Thomas Pritchard first suggested in 1773 that an iron bridge be built over
the Severn. The chosen crossing point, where a ferry had crossed from Benthall to Madeley
Wood, had the advantage of high approaches on both sides and relative stability.
A single-span bridge of 30 metre (100 foot) with five main semi-circular ribs. Construction was
completed in 1779, using in all 378 tons of iron, and the world’s first iron bridge was formally
opened on New Year’s Day 1781, having cost over £6,000.
The bridge remained in full use for over 150 years, by ever-increasing traffic. It was finally closed
to vehicles in 1934, when it was designated an Ancient Monument.

Images Les Bailey LRPS
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Clifton Suspension Bridge:
It is unknown when the first bridge was constructed across the Avon
in Bristol, but the first stone bridge, Bristol Bridge, was built in the
13th century, with houses with shopfronts built on it to pay for its
maintenance. A 17th-century illustration shows that these houses
were five stories high and that they overhung the river much as Tudor
houses would overhang the street.
In 1793 William Bridges published plans for a stone arch with
abutments containing factories, which would pay for the bridge
upkeep. The French Revolutionary Wars broke out soon after this,
affecting trade and commerce, so the plans were shelved. Sarah
Guppy patented designs for a suspension bridge across the gorge
which she

later gave

to Brunel.

After several abortive

design/competitions, Telford was then asked to produce a design
himself, which he did, proposing a 110-foot-wide (34 m) suspension

bridge, supported on tall Gothic towers,
costing £52,000.

The winner was

declared to be a design by Smith and
Hawkes of the Eagle Foundry in
Birmingham. Brunel had a personal
meeting with Gilbert and persuaded
him to change the decision! The
committee then declared Brunel the
winner and he was awarded a contract
as project engineer.
The towers, built in unfinished stone
around 1837, remained and during the
1850s intrepid passengers could cross
the gorge in a basket slung from the
iron bar!

Work on the bridge was restarted in 1862. Initially a temporary bridge
was created with a footway of wire ropes and wood planks held
together with iron hoops. This was used by the workers to transport
each chain link individually. After completion of the chains, vertical
suspension rods were hung from the links in the chains and large
girders hung from these. The girders on either side then support the
deck, which is 3 feet (0.91 m) higher at the Clifton end than at Leigh
Woods so that it gives the impression of being horizontal. The final
version of the bridge is 245 ft. (75 m) above high water level, has an
overall length of 1,352 ft. (412m), with an actual span of 702 ft. 3 in
(214.05 m).
On 8 December 1864, the bridge was lit by magnesium flares for its
ceremonial opening parade, but they were blown out by the
wind. So the opening had as much drama as the construction.
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Central section, Shoots Bridge

Second Severn Crossing:
Until 1966, road travellers could either use the Aust Ferry, which had operated since medieval times (and as a car ferry since 1926) or
make a 57 miles (92 km) detour via Gloucester.
In 1966 the first Severn road bridge, a four-lane suspension bridge was opened, carrying the M4 motorway between England and South
Wales. By 1984, traffic across the first Severn Bridge had tripled and it was projected that by the mid-1990s the old bridge would be
running at capacity. A study was commissioned into the building of a second crossing – either a tunnel or a bridge.
The consultants reported back in 1986 recommending that a new bridge be built downstream from the existing bridge. The architect
and aesthetic consultant for the bridge was (my old friend) Ronald Weeks of Percy Thomas Partnership.
The bridge has a total length of 5,128 m (16,824 ft.; 3.186 mi). The central section, called the Shoots Bridge, is of cable-stayed design
and the central span (between the bridge pylons) is 456 metres (1,496 ft.) in length; so this span is longer than the total length of the
Clifton Bridge.
The crossing forms a very slight "S" curve – very nice to photograph, Ron is a great artist. The deck, which carries three lanes of traffic in
each direction, is 34.6 metres (114 ft.) wide. So the Second Severn Crossing is wider than Ironbridge is long…and without the
interesting drama of the Clifton Bridge.

Les Bailey LRPS
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Arnos Vale

Heather Mann LRPS
also captured fellow
members
the

enjoying

recent

trip.
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photo

A lovely evocative collection from
Clive Haynes FRPS.
The flow of time…
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Diary
DIG EXPO SPECIAL OFFER - 4 people can
attend for £100 if booked and paid for by
one person (no membership requirement).
Whether travelling by road, rail or air,
communications are excellent.

Hotel

shuttle bus from the station/airport. Free
parking adjacent to the hotel.
note
* Advisory sessions need to be booked and
paid for separately through si@rps.org after
you buy your DI Expo tickets.
Sacred Heart mosaics

For more information and to book your
tickets online go to DIG Expo .

WCC Flipboard magazine

27 Sept Photocafe GRAIN

Remember the Flipboard magazine for all sorts of hints, tips and articles of photographic
interest. The 2016-17 edition will be

Looking forward…

coming to a close so make sure you’ve
had a browse…. f you’ve not signed up,

Victorian

Giants:

The

Birth

of

Art why not do so now? It’s free and you

Photography

can control what notifications you

1 March - 20 May 2018 Porter Gallery

receive. You can contribute too at the
Tickets with donation: Full price £12 click of a button if you add the widget
(Concessions £10.50) Members Free
to your browser.

Competitions &
exhibitions
Photo Space Ludlow Social Documentary
Competition to be judged by Martin Parr
Child 2017(FIAP, PSA)
Gomma Grant

Early bird deadline 31st

August. 31st October final deadline.

Commercial

Free to good home
Sept

18th

personalised

I have several items which must go Flora/macro workshop
preferably

a good home, free. Sadly

product obsolescence may apply!

Oct 12th Birds of Prey 3 places remain.

• I padded foam small SLR camera case, Useful for those members scanning old
slides and prints…
reasonable condition
• 1 Hanimex TZ1 electronic flash with

SWIPP competitions - close August 31

instruction booklet

2017

Sacred Heart impression

• 1 Hanimex La Ronde slide projector with
Wonders of Wildlife

instruction booklet

Epic Adventure Photography Competition

If anyone can use these please contact me
to arrange collection, Warndon Villages.

City Fashion Photo Comp

Bryn Griffiths

See A Traveller's Tales winner here.

Also contact Ruth for a FREE set of 4 print

TPOTY 2017 Closes 25th September

cartridges for an Epson Stylus printer
cartridges T1280-4 black to yellow. Retails

The Aesthetica Art Prize 2017 closes 31

tuition

at around £25-30.

August 2017.
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