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Our very welcome
guest speaker on
Tuesday is Leigh
Preston FRPS, EFIAP,
MPAGB who returns
to Worcester with “A
Retrospective” with
both new
photographs and new

shots of places first photographed thirty
years ago. It is also, I believe, Leigh’s
farewell tour of the club circuit after 35
years of presenting his varied and shrewdly
observed images in his own inimitable and
entertaining way.

Leigh holds two RPS Fellowships, one for
pictorial images of the mill towns in
Lancashire and Yorkshire and the other for
darkroom printing. He is a member of the
ARENA group and The London Salon, a tutor
and lecturer for Permajet and has published
several books.

Please also bring this month’s sequences
for our usual entertainment and instruction.
Thursday meetings are open to all
members of the Club. This month’s meeting
should be of interest also to those who do
not intend to regularly produce sequences
but wish to understand some of the
motivation of those of us who are regular
producers.
Do come along - the evening provides a
friendly atmosphere: we hope to see you at
the Legion (details below left).

Henry.

AV Group

The AudioVisual Group meets on

Thursday, 24th November at 7.30 pm at
Claines Royal British Legion in
Cornmeadow Lane, Worcester WR3 7RL.

All  WCC members welcome.
£2 including refreshments, £1.50
without. (Bar available)

Thursday

This month we will start with a history
lesson, a sequence produced in 1935. We
will then be able to discuss the progression
to the use of current programmes and the
influence of the past on our digital
sequences.

I already have some promises of sequences
for our Christmas Party presentation. As long
as I have a promise, I do not need to have

the sequence in my hand until Tuesday 13th

December but I would obviously appreciate
an earlier delivery. We will also discuss
those things which make a sequence
amusing, not only to ourselves but also to
others: images, music and commentary.

Getting started with
nature photography

James’ talk notes from last Thursday’s Digi
Group are on the website.

http://www.leighpreston.co.uk/portfo.htm
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/
mailto:w-news@worcscc.uk
http://www.leighpreston.co.uk/
http://www.leighpreston.co.uk/
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/about-wcc/where-wcc-meet
http://worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/digital-group/433-getting-started-with-nature-photography
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Diary

Calling nature ‘togs!
Barrie Glover has finalised the Donna

Nook outing for Monday 28th November.

If you are interested and not yet signed
up, please contact Barrie or sign up on
the website ASAP.

W/b 5 December   Slimbridge, Bird flight
photography. Details on website.

Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre
Thursday 24th November 12pm-9pm
Friday 25th November 11am-9pm
Saturday 26th November 10am-8pm
Sunday 27th November 11am-5pm
If you’re going along, why not create an ad
hoc event ?

26th November Fabulous Festivities at
the Commandery.

10 & 11 December Harvington Hall
Elizabethan weekend.

11 December BCLM Christmas Carol
service in the 1837 chapel. Booking
essential, free.

Crowngate

Please remember to bring your prints on

Tuesday 22nd for the Crowngate exhibition
(see previous newsletters for details of
labels etc) and if you are free at 10am on

Wednesday 23rd November to help with the
set-up, please let Paul know.

PAGB News 175

WCC Christmas Event

20 December 2016

This year it's going to be a ‘Christmas Party’ on 20 December and we need your help!

Our Christmas event will be rather different from the last two years - it is going to be a

finger buffet.   There will be no formal seating but there will be ‘Entertainment’ during the

course of the evening.    We hope you will enjoy this arrangement and that it will be a

good start to Christmas week.

Tickets will be £3 and this will include a glass of mulled wine or non-alcoholic

alternative.
We will be asking you all to bring a plate of food, as catering on a large scale so close to

Christmas is not feasible. Susan Lewis and Judy Knights have agreed to organise the food

and will be drawing up a list of what we would like.

Tickets will go on sale from Tuesday 22 November until Tuesday 13 December.

When you buy your tickets we would like you to indicate on the list what you would be

able to bring – this is so we don’t get inundated with sausage rolls and nothing else!Anne Burrows   Social Secretary

Tickets on sale this week!

Exhibitions and
competitions

The Art of Building Closes Nov 27, 2016.
  Free to enter.

LensCulture Exposure Awards 2017
"Seeing beyond”. Deadline:  Dec 20, 2016

RPS Members’ Biennial now open. 10
January 2017 deadline.

Nikon -  closes 27th Jan 2017.  Free entry.

Bristol Salon of Photography 2017 closes

28th Jan 2017.  The largest Projected Digital
Image Exhibition in the UK

Zeiss 2017 free to enter  closes 7th Feb.

Win £50 Albelli voucher with a Xmas pic!

Tiffen DFX 4
50% off on Black Friday with code
DFX50BF16.

Commercial

Free online course
Stereoscopy: an Introduction to Victorian
Stereo Photography (Futurelearn).
Discover why the stereoscope and stereo
photography mesmerised Victorians when
they first appeared at 1851’s Great
Exhibition.  Starts 5 Dec, 2 weeks, 3 hrs/wk.
No previous knowledge or experience
 required, stereo viewer not essential.

http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en175_15%20Nov.pdf
http://www.visitworcestershire.org/worcester/Worcester-christmas-fayre-2016.aspx
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/museums/site/scripts/events_info.php?location=The+Commandery
http://www.harvingtonhall.com/diary-of-events/
https://www.bclm.co.uk/events/a-christmas-carol-service/24.htm
https://www.bclm.co.uk/events/a-christmas-carol-service/24.htm
http://www.artofbuilding.org/
http://www.artofbuilding.org/
https://www.lensculture.com/exposure-awards-2017
https://rps-biennial.org/events/Members-Biennial/?dm_i=1GOG,4M0GP,7M1JZG,H5Y2Q,1
http://www.nikon-photocontest.com/en/
http://www.nikon-photocontest.com/en/
www.bristolphoto.org.uk
https://www.worldphoto.org/zeiss-camera-lenses/2017/zeiss
http://albelliphotocontest.hscampaigns.com/
http://software.tiffen.com/products/dfx-products
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/stereoscopy
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/stereoscopy
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Members’ news - Distinctions

Many congratulations to Heather Mann LRPS
who has recently gained her distinction with this
lovely panel of wildlife images.   Well done,
Heather! Who will be next…?
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Members’ news - Congratulations!
Many congratulations to Malcolm Haynes on
his 6 acceptances in the 42nd Smethwick
International.
That’s  quite some achievement!

Open Colour PDI
End of Season
Pursuit
Southwold Pier

Open Mono PDI
It's All Relative

Romney Marsh

Walking Home

James Boardman-Woodend has heard that
his entry has passed through the first two
stages of judging which means he is now a
finalist in Travel Photographer of the Year
(TPOTY) 2016 (Cities - Architecture &
Spaces).

I’m sure we’ll all be rooting for him at WCC!

Rooting around on the Societies’ website for competition information, I spotted this - our
Exhibitions secretary has been hiding his auroral light under a bushel, eh? Highly
commended in the Best of Nature competition, Sept 2016, and used as the competition
page photo. Well done, Paul Mann.

http://sinwp.com/our/
http://www.smethwickps.co.uk/sps-international/4591954408
http://www.smethwickps.co.uk/sps-international/4591954408
http://www.tpoty.com/judging/2016finalists
http://sinwp.com/best/hc.htm
http://sinwp.com/best/hc.htm
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Members’ images
A thought-provoking set of images, ‘Canal detritus’, from Henry Tomsett.

Martin Addison sent this rather more picturesque night-time view of the fort from their rooftop restaurant in Jodhpur, India.
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Over the last few years, thanks to being
inspired by visiting guests to our club and
encouragement from James and Clive I
have developed my interest in wildlife
photography.   Whist all wildlife
photography opportunities excite my
interest, I have particularly focussed on
birds and where possible birds in flight.

Photographing wildlife requires the
development of a range of skills and I am
still very much a novice and on a
continuing learning curve.   Of course
there are the technical skills associated
with all aspects of photography, such as
understanding your equipment,
understanding exposure and
composition.

However what I quickly understood was
that if I wanted to capture the types of
images I aspired to, I also needed to learn
some field craft and to learn about the
species I was trying to photograph. Some
basic field craft enables the photographer
to get as close as possible to their target
species without either disturbing them, or
sending them scattering or for cover, and
hence losing the opportunity to
photograph them.

Learning about the various species I
wanted to photograph enables me to
understand some of their behaviour and
with this is the possibility of predicting
behaviour and then preparing yourself for
the shot you are after.

 My day job requires me to think and act
quite quickly whilst the results are
frequently longer term.   Wildlife
photography is a great way to relax, slow
down and enjoy the moment.  It is a great
contrast and whilst at times frustrating,

on the whole it is hugely rewarding and
with near instant results.

For a while now I have wanted to
photograph Puffins and at the beginning
of July I finally got the opportunity to do
just that.

For those who wish to photograph Puffins
in the UK one of the main locations is Ynys
Sgomer, better known as Skomer Island.
Skomer is an island off the Pembrokeshire
coast in southwest Wales. It is just over 1
mile square and situated just under a mile
off the cost, separated from the mainland

by the treacherous waters of Jack Sound.

Between April / May and the end of July,
Skomer is home to up to 10,000 Atlantic
Puffins, making it one of the most
important Puffin colonies in Britain.

The Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica)
spend the majority of the year as a solitary
existence out in the ocean, only returning
to land to breed.   They are mostly
monogamous, however it is said that they

are wedded to their favourite burrow and
it is unknown whether they meet their
mate out at sea or at their burrow from
the previous year.

The breeding season starts in April with
the birds arriving and excavating burrows.
On Skomer there is an extensive network
of burrows, often made originally by
rabbits, and competition for burrows
between Puffins and Manx Shearwaters
can be high.  It is the breeding  plumage
that is characteristic and presents such an
attractive photographic opportunity.

Courting behaviour includes “billing”
where the birds approach one another
wagging their heads from side to side and
then rattling their beaks together.

Puffins usually lay a single egg and
incubation takes around 40-45 days
before the chicks hatch.  This makes July
a stunning time to visit, as the parents will
be continuously flying back and forward
to feed the chick with their favourite food,
Sandeels.   This is the classical image,
although obtaining an image of a puffin
in flight with sandeels is easier said than
done, as these 10 - 12- inch tall birds fly
at up to 50 miles an hour and I have seen
them hit their burrow entrance at that
speed and disappear immediately to avoid
predation from gulls and skuas.

An Opportunity to fulfil an Ambition

Shaun Clee shares a special experience…
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For members who wish to enhance their
portfolios with some images of these
majestic "Clowns of the Sea" I would
highly recommend booking
accommodation well in advance.
Booking 6-12 months in advance is not
unusual.

Whilst you can pre-book accommodation
on the mainland it is not possible to
pre-book passage on the ferry. This is

strictly on a first come, first served basis
and on the weekend we visited these
started at around 7am for the 10am
ferry.

You can check out all the ferry details at
the Pembrokeshire Islands website.

The boat carries up to 50 passengers and
Skomer limits the number of people on
the island to a maximum of 250 a day.

With the last boat leaving the island at
3pm, sadly we missed the opportunity to
photograph during the golden hours.

If you’re looking for more flexibility of
times of day to shoot then you will need
to either put your name on the waiting
list to volunteer or try and secure one of
the small number of rooms available on
the island. Again the Welsh Wildlife
website will prove useful.

Finally I have included  a list of the kit
that I took with me. I would not presume
to give advice to members as I know how
personal choice of kit is.

What I would say, is that when I return,
the only change I will make is the
addition of a wide-angle lens.

Kit:

Canon 5D Mark iii

Canon 1DX Mark ii

Canon 300 f2.8L is ii

Canon 70-200 f2.8L is ii

http://www.pembrokeshire-islands.co.uk/boat-trips/land-on-skomer/
http://www.pembrokeshire-islands.co.uk/boat-trips/land-on-skomer/
https://www.welshwildlife.org/islandaccom/access-to-skomer-island/


8

Making a Collage in Lightroom 5/CC

1. Choose the collection you want to use in the collage or ensure that you are in the catalogue.

2. Go to the Print module.

3. Deselect all the pictures in the filmstrip area at the bottom of your screen (Edit > Select None or Ctrl+D if you prefer).

4. On the bottom left side of your screen, click Page Setup to choose your printer, your page size and whether you want

borderless printing…click OK to confirm your choices.

5. Now, starting at the top right, choose the Layout Style panel to open it.

6. Choose Custom Package.

7. Delete all the squares that you might see on your page (R Click) make sure

there is nothing on the page now.

8. Next, go to the Image Settings panel and uncheck everything; photo border,

rotate to fit, and inner stroke. We can reapply these after if we want to.

9. Click on the Rulers, Grid & Guides panel. I usually turn on the Show Guides

option and turn on Page Grid, have all other options off, and set the Grid

Snap to Grid.

Maddy Pennock LRPS shares her process for collages
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10. Because I want to drop and resize my photos myself, I ignore the Cells panel.

11. On the Page panel, I turn on the Page Background Colour and for web stuff, I

often pick black as the colour by clicking on the little colour patch immediately

to the right of the option itself.

12. Lastly, I go to the Print Job panel

and right at the very top where it

says Print to: I choose JPEG file.

That makes sure that the picture

will not actually print but will go

to a file instead.

13. Then, I click and drag the pictures that I want to put in the collage from the film strip at the bottom onto the page. I resize

as I go. (Hint: if you want to move one of the pictures inside a cell, hold the Ctrl key, click and hold on the picture you want

to move and drag it until it’s framed the way you want it).

14. Once you’ve got your pictures in and sized and you’re happy with how they look, go down to the bottom right (just above

the film strip) and hit Print to File.

15. Sometimes I use either Lightroom’s or my own template. If making my own and I am happy with it I save it by clicking +
sign above the Template Browser, then I give it a name e.g. landscape & portrait template under Maddy’s so I can

differentiate them from the Lightroom ones. I then drop the pictures in the cells. If I want a picture as a background as in

the example below, just drop outside the cells within the border. If you need to make one picture go behind or in front, R

click to make your choice.

16. When they are ‘print to file’ it is saved where ever you have instructed it as a jpeg. Mine are saved on my desktop. I then

move that file into the correct date in my pictures file. I then go to that date in the Lightroom Library and R Click to

synchronise. This will put your matrix/collage picture in the right date in Lightroom. It then gives me an opportunity to

crop it down further if need be and put my identity mark on it.
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